
Year 9 Music: Week 1 

 

We have been studying pop music from 1950s, finishing with 2000s last week. Now we are onto the years that 

you are experts in – 2010s to the present! I’m hoping to learn something new from you. You can complete your 

work on paper or on the computer. Feel free to email me your work: Rachel.harrison@wolverley.worcs.sch.uk.  

 

Task one: 2010s 

Choose two songs from 2010 – 2020 that are the most important to you and answer the questions below. 

Remember to write in full sentences and be specific. 

Information about the song: 

- Title of the song 

- Who wrote the song? 

- Who performs the song? 

- When was it composed (written/created)? 

- What style/ genre of music is it? (just ‘pop’ is fine) 

- Why have you chosen this song and why is it important to you? 

Musical analysis: 

- Instrumentation – can you pick out specific instruments? Do you know the families of the instruments 

being used (strings, woodwind, brass or percussion)? Are the instruments electric or acoustic? Is 

technology used? 

- Dynamics – is the music loud (forte), quite loud (mezzoforte) or quiet (piano)? Does it get louder 

(crescendo) or get quieter (diminuendo)? 

- Tempo – is the speed of the music fast (allegro), moderato (moderate speed) or largo (slow)? 

- Structure – does it use verses and choruses? Are any parts of the music repeated? 

- Articulation – is the music spiky and detached (staccato) or smooth (legato)? 

- Tonality – is the music major (sounds bright and happy) or minor (sounds dark and sad)? 

- Texture – is the music monophonic (all instruments are playing exactly the same melody/tune), 

homophonic (melody/tune with a chord accompaniment – this is the most common texture), or 

polyphonic (lots of different instruments playing different things at the same time)? 

 

Task two: into the future 

Watch this video of Dave performing ‘Black’ live at the Brit awards 2020 and answer the questions below.  

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mXLS2IzZSdg (or search ‘Dave – Black BRITS 2020’) 

I think the way he plays piano and raps at the same time is incredible! I also like that he has merged rap with 

classical instruments, and the images on the piano really add to the performance. 

1. Can you identify some of the issues Dave raps about?  

2. Why do you think he is rapping about these issues? 

3. What instruments can you identify from the performance? 

4. Why do you think this performance attracted a lot of attention? 

5. How do you predict music will change in the next five years? 
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