
Year 9 Textiles – week 3 
 

1. Read the following information and then answer the questions below. 
 
What is Felt? 
Felt is a man-made fabric, created from natural fibres. A Felted fabric is created from fibres being 
compressed and matted, often pressed together using heat, moisture and a lot of pressure.  
What is Felt Made From? 
Felt is typically composed of wool or other natural raw materials, which generally produces the highest 
quality and softest fabric. Wool also matts very easily, making it ideal for this fuzzy fabric. However, 
adding synthetic fibres into the mix (such as polyester or acrylic) can improve the product depending on 
its intended use. A common fibre sometimes added to wool is rayon, which when added removes the 
prickly feeling that pure wool can often have against the skin.  
How is Felt Made? 
Involving various steps of blending the fibres, matting the material, shrinking and steam-pressing. Simply 
to apply heat and moisture which causes the mix of fibres to merge and blend together.  
Advantages & Disadvantages 
Advantages: felt is; Durable, warm but lightweight, it doesn’t fray, it is easy to cut and work with, it is 
available in wide range of colours and thicknesses. Felt is generally inexpensive and it is versatile 
Disadvantages: the disadvantages of felt are it is not particularly supple, it has minimal elasticity, it has a 
coarse texture, it has the potential to shrink, it can pill or fuzz over time. 
Questions 

1. What are the 4 steps to creating felt? 
2. Is felt man-made or natural? 
3. Why is felt a suitable choice for applique? 
4. why can felt not be stretched?  
5. What is needed for the compression of felt? 
6. What synthetic fibres are added to improve the making of felt? 
7. Why would felt be an expensive choice for fabric? 

 
2. Complete research on reverse applique and applique.  

You must include:  

• Write down in steps how would create a reverse applique/applique sample  
• Any equipment/materials you would use 
• How can you ensure you are safe when completing this process? 
• IF you have any materials/sewing equipment at home – have a go and make a sample – don’t forget 
to include a photograph in your work. 

 

If you have any questions regarding your revision, please email:Helen.freeman@wolverley.worcs.sch.uk,   


