
Geography Set Work Year 9 Weather Hazards 

Lesson 3: Reducing the Effects of Tropical 
Storms 

INTRODUCTION 

Attempts to reduce the effects of tropical storms can be split into 3 categories; monitoring and prediction; 

protection; and planning. All of which are then reviewed after the hazard event. This process is similar to 

that of the reduction in the effects of earthquakes which you have already studied. 

KEY TERMS 

Follow the link below to learn some of the key terms for reducing the effects of tropical storms. You can 

use the tabs to play games to help you to remember them. 

https://quizlet.com/gb/496921508/typhoon-haiyan-flash-cards/?new 

MONITORING AND PREDICTING TROPICAL STORMS 

Watch the CBS YouTube video and  linked below. Outline how storms are tracked before they make landfall 

in the USA, how exact are they? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=7&v=aLxFI8P4RxI&feature=emb_logo 

PROTECTION FROM TROPICAL STORMS 

There are a number of ways that people can protect both themselves and their 

homes in the event of a tropical storm – see image to the right.  

One of the most reliable methods of reducing the loss of life during a tropical 

storm however is storm shelters. They are built to withstand a tropical storm 

because they; 

• have windows covered with metal shutters; 

• are often built off the ground with deep-pile concrete pillars that 

dissipate energy; 

• are made from reinforced concrete. 

High sea walls are also constructed along the coast to protect communities 

from storm surges.  

PLANNING FOR TROPICL STORMS 

It would be unrealistic for the millions of people who live in areas at risk of tropical storms to move, as 

often their living depends on being near to the coast e.g. fishing. 

How does the USA plan to reduce the tropical storm hazard? 

https://www.weather.gov/wrn/2018-hurricane-preparedness-videos 

QUESTIONS 

1. Explain why planning and being prepared is the best option for reducing the effects of tropical 

storms. 

2. Can you compare this approach to a recent weather hazard in the UK?  

https://quizlet.com/gb/496921508/typhoon-haiyan-flash-cards/?new
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=7&v=aLxFI8P4RxI&feature=emb_logo
https://www.weather.gov/wrn/2018-hurricane-preparedness-videos

