
Geography Set Work Year 9 Weather Hazards 

Lesson 1: Formation and Structure of 
Tropical Storms. 

INTRODUCTION 

This lesson will be about the structure and formation of tropical storms. A tropical storm is a huge storm 

that develops in the topics. In the USA and the Caribbean these storms are called hurricanes. In south-east 

Asia and Australia they are called cyclones, but in Japan and the Philippines they are called Typhoons. 

KEY TERMS 

Follow the link below to learn some of the key terms relating to tropical storms. You can use the tabs to 

play games to help you to remember them. 

https://quizlet.com/8796347/tropical-storms-flash-cards/ 

LOCATION OF TROPICAL STORMS 

Below is a link to the Met Office (government weather forecasting) website describing the location of 

tropical storm formation.  

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/learn-about/weather/types-of-weather/hurricanes/location 

FORMATION OF TROPICAL STORMS 

Scientists are not certain about how tropical storms form, however they do know that it requires a warm 

ocean surface and converging (coming together) winds at an angle because of the Coriolis effect. The 

videos below explain the formation further. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HFD3EE3mlAE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UKL9NIxLIIE 

STRUCTURE AND FEATURES OF TROPICAL STORMS 

Structure and features of Tropical Storms 

Tropical storms can be HUGE, up to 480km (300 miles) across. A tropical storm has a roughly symmetrical 

shape like a huge whirlpool. Use the BBC bitesize page in the link below to see the structure of a tropical 

storm. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zpxgk7h/revision/2 

QUESTIONS 

Use all of the links and resources above to answer the following questions. 

1. In which part of the world are tropical storms called typhoons? 

2. During which months are hurricanes most likely to affect the east coast of the USA? 

3. Why do tropical storms not occur at the equator? 

4. Describe the conditions at the eye wall in a tropical storm. 

5. Why do tropical storms start to weaken in strength then they reach land? 

6. Using the information from this lesson, draw a diagram of a tropical storm and label it’s features 
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