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Task: Use the information and sources below, plus your own research, to complete a 

museum display board about the story of the Little Rock Nine.  

 
The best curators will: 
 

 cover the basic ‘who, what, when, where and why?’ 

 

 be able to select one image or source to typify the story and explain their choice 

 

 be able to explain why this story is so important to the Civil Rights Movement. 

 

Step 1: Understand the story 

Use the information below as a starting point for your research: 

Little Rock was a town in Arkansas. Three new schools were built; one on the white 

side of town, one on the black side of town and a third, Central High, was in a mixed 

area. The authorities rigged the selection system to make sure black children were 

unlikely to get into Central High. The ones remaining after this were pressured to go 

elsewhere. Only nine students were brave enough to try to attend the school. They 

became famous as the Little Rock Nine. On 4 September 1956 Elizabeth Eckford and 

eight others attempted to enter the school but were blocked by the National Guard 

who had been called in by the governor, Orval Faubus. Public opinion in America and 

the wider world was shocked by the story of the Little Rock Nine, especially the TV 

footage. President Eisenhower appeared on television announcing his decision to send 

in federal troops and ensure the students could attend. In this sense, it was a victory 

for the Civil Rights Movement. However, the black students were often treated 

appallingly and subject to racist abuse. Only one black student succeeded in 

graduating from Central High. 

 

Hints and tips: 

 

A useful timeline of the crisis can be found here: 

www.nps.gov/chsc/learn/historyculture/timeline.htm  

 

 

Step 2: Collect and select some images that typify the story 

Below are three of the most famous sources associated with the Little Rock Nine. You 

could choose one of these or research your own. Remember, you are only allowed to use 

one of them so be prepared to justify why you have chosen it.  

 

 

http://www.nps.gov/chsc/learn/historyculture/timeline.htm
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Source A  

A photograph of Elizabeth Eckford taken on her first day at Little Rock High School in 
September 1957 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Akg images / Credit: Akg images / Universal Images Group / Copyright © Akg images / For Education Use Only. This and millions of other educational 
images are available through Britannica Image Quest.  For a free trial, please visit www.britannica.co.uk/trial 
 

Source B  

From The Long Shadow of Little Rock, a book published in 1962. These are the words of 
Elizabeth Eckford, one of the nine black students to enrol at Littlerock High School in 
1957. 

‘They glared at me with a mean look and I was very frightened and didn’t know what 
to do. I turned around and the crowd came toward me. They moved closer and closer. 
The crowd began to follow me, calling me names. When I got to the front of the 
school, I went up to the guard. He didn’t move. When I tried to squeeze past him, he 
raised his bayonet. Somebody started shouting ‘Lynch her! Lynch her!’. I tried to see a 
friendly face in the mob − someone maybe who would help. I looked into the face of 
an old woman and it seemed a kindly face. But when I looked at her again, she spat at 
me.’ 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.britannica.co.uk/trial
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Source C 

From an article in the New York Times, September 1957; it describes the reaction in 
Little Rock to the arrival of black students. 

‘A man yelled: “Look, they’re going into our school.” The crowd now let out a roar of 
rage. “They’ve gone in,” a man shouted. “Oh God”, said a woman, “the Negroes are 
in school.” 

A group of six girls, dressed in skirts and sweaters, hair in pony-tails, started to shriek 
and wail. “The Negroes are in our school,” they howled hysterically. Hysteria swept 
from shrieking girls to members of the crowd. Women cried hysterically, tears running 
down their faces.’ 

Step 3: Explain the context of the story 

Somewhere on your board, you will need to explain why this story is important in the 

wider context of the Civil Rights Movement. Use the questions below as a prompt for 

your ideas. 

 What does the story reveal about race relations in this time period? 

 

 What were the results of the story? 

 

 What do they tell us about the Civil Rights Movement and the extent of its 

success? 

Step 4: Create your board 

This is your time to be creative! Design your board however you like. You could use the 

format suggested on the next page or come up with your own. However, you need to 

make sure that you have explained your choices as a curator either on the board or on 

the back.  

 

Hints and tips: 

 

It is great to use phrases like ‘I have chosen this source because …’ and ‘this meant 

that …’ when you are explaining your ideas. 
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Display board title 

What will you name the display? Why have you chosen that name? 

Who? 

What? 

When? 

Where? 

Why? 

What are the most important 

parts of the story? Why are they 

the most important bits? 
 

Source 
 

Why was this event important 

to the Civil Rights Movement? 
 

Why have you chosen this 

source? 
 

 


