
Geography Set Work Year 8 Migration 

Lesson 3: The Refugee Crisis 

INTRODUCTION 

The refugee crisis refers to difficulties and dangerous situations when of large groups of refugees flee a 

particular place. This lesson is about the refugee crisis in Europe where many people fleeing war in Syria 

are attempting to cross the Mediterranean Sea. In 2016, an estimated 362,000 refugees crossed the 

Mediterranean Sea in attempts to reach Europe due to dangers in their home countries. 

LOCATION 

Use google maps to familiarise yourself with the locations discussed in this lesson. 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Syria/@34.794317,36.7586478,7z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1

s0x1518e6dc413cc6a7:0x877546f4882af620!8m2!3d34.802075!4d38.996815 

KEY TERMS 

Follow the link below to learn some of the key terms relating to the different types of migration. You can 

use the tabs to play games to help you to remember them. 

https://quizlet.com/_87ysbx?x=1qqt&i=2qh4et 

NUMBERS OF SYRIAN REFUGEES 

This short video from the Guardian should give you an idea of the scale (how big/small something is) of 

the refugee crisis. It also explains some of the places that Syrian refugees are going to in order to make 

themselves safe. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7OWXoBtsHTY 

THE REFUGEE CRISIS AND THE UK 

The information in the link below discusses how the refugee crisis has affected people in the UK and the 

rest of Europe. Follow this link and complete the pupil activity at the bottom of the page. You do not need 

to do the decision making exercise below it. 

https://www.geographyinthenews.org.uk/issues/issue-29/making-decisions-the-migrant-crisis/ks3/ 

WHAT IS IT LIKE FOR CHILD REFUGEES? 

How is life for the children from Syria caught up in the process?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ygZChKhy9Lc 

OVER TO YOU… 

Consider everything you have looked at and with some research of your own to decide what you would do 

if you were prime minister and had to manage the refugee crisis. Include some of the good and bad effects 

of the crisis for the UK as well as any assistance you would give for Syrian refugees living in countries that 

neighbour Syria such as Iran, Lebanon and Turkey. 
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