
Crime and deviance exam questions 

https://www.shortcutstv.com/blog/2018/03/22/sociology-revision-booklets-4-crime-and-deviance/  This is a fantastic website with revision available for every part of our course. Use 

this and the resources you already have from lessons to work through some practice exam questions. I have included some ideas for what you might focus on in each question. 

Assess the view 
that the process 
of globalisation 
has led to 
changes in both 
the amount of 
crime and the 
types of crime 
committed.  

Would be good to begin with a definition of globalisation and an explanation of the types of crime that now happen on a global scale or have been made possible by the 
process. 

• Castells –there is now a global criminal economy worth over £1 trillion per year: arms trafficking, smuggling illegal immigrants, trafficking in women and children, 
sex tourism, trafficking in body parts, cyber-crimes, green crimes, international terrorism, smuggling of legal goods (alcohol and tobacco), trafficking in cultural 
artefacts, trafficking in endangered species, the drugs trade, money laundering. 

• On the whole, the demand for the products and services of the global criminal economy is the rich West.  Supply is often linked to Third World countries, e.g. 
drugs from South America & Afghanistan. 

• Taylor – globalisation has led to changes in the pattern and extent of crime.  Globalisation has created greater inequality and rising crime at both ends of the social 
class spectrum.  Transnational companies have switched manufacturing to low-wage countries to avoid health and safety laws and produced unemployment, 
poverty and job insecutiry. 

• Increasingly, global media portrays success in terms of a lifestyle of consumption.  Encourages people to turn to crime. 

• Lack of legitimate job opportunities drives unemployed to look for illegitimate ones, e.g. in the drugs trade.  In Columbia, there are now so few jobs in the coffee 
industry, so low wage workers turn to the cocaine industry for work. 

• The deregulation of financial markets has also led to an increase in insider trading and the movement of funds around the globe to avoid taxation. 

• McMafia – Glenny – The organisations that emerged in Russia and Eastern Europe following the fall of communism.  When the communist states fell, the prices of 
commodities in these countries (oil, gas, etc) remained very low, so anyone who had money bought up loads of them and sold them abroad for a massive profit.  
The collapse of the state also led to social chaos and the new wealthy capitalists turned to ‘mafia’ groups to protect their interests. 

Much green or environmental crime can also be linked to globalisation.   

Assess the value 
of the chivalry 
thesis in 
understanding 
gender 
differences in 
crime. 

This question is asking you to evaluate the different explanations of the lower rate of crime committed by women.  You could start with a very brief introduction about 
traditional criminology has been ‘malestream’ and has ignored the crimes of women, but that this could be due to the lower rate of crime amongst women.  In the 
conclusion, you could look at whether this is a true reflection – do women really commit less crime? 

• Explain the chivalry thesis – criminal justice system is mostly made up of men who take a chivalrous attitude towards women.  Pollack – men have a protective 
attitude towards women.  Criminal justice system is more lenient towards women as a result – less likely to end up in the official statistics. 

• Evidence that supports the chivalry thesis – Graham & Bowling, Flood-Page et al, Hood. 

• Evidence against chivalry thesis – Farrington & Morris, Buckle & Farrington, Box – women that commit serious offences are not treated more favourably. 

• Heidensohn claims that rather than showing chivalry and being lenient, the criminal justice system is biased against women and judges them more harshly.  Carlen 
agrees that the courts often judge women not on their crimes but on the courts’ assessment of them as wives and mothers. 

• Alternative explanations include: different socialisation theory (Parsons – girls are socialised to be more passive and less competitive and aggressive than boys.)  
Control theory (feminist theory that women are more conformist than men and are controlled by their roles in the home, in public and at work – Heidensohn) and 
dual systems theory (working class women are generally led to conform through the promise of two types of rewards or ‘deals’ – the class deal and the gender 
deal – Carlen). 

• You can evaluate all of these theories on their own, but also use liberation thesis – that as women become more liberated in many other areas, they are breaking 
the law more frequently (Adler) 

• You can also look at the relationship between crime and masculinity if you have enough time – why are men more likely to commit crime?  The work of 
Messerschmidt and Winlow is important here. 
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