
Crime and Deviance exam questions 

https://www.shortcutstv.com/blog/2018/03/22/sociology-revision-booklets-4-crime-and-deviance/   This is a fantastic website with revision available for every part of our course.  

Use this and the resources you already have from lessons to work through some practice exam questions.  I have included some ideas for what you might focus on in each question.  

Question: What to include: 

Assess the 

usefulness of 

subcultural 

theories in 

explaining 

subcultural 

crime and 

deviance in 

society 

today. 

This is a relatively straightforward question, which I would probably approach chronologically, making sure that you point out how each theory is still relevant or 

useful in today’s society and how each theory has grown out of those that came before it. Make sure you point out the subtle differences between the theories as 

this is where the high marks for interpretation and analysis will come from. 

• Good starting point always Merton.  Explain how this grew out of Durkheim’s work on anomie (though Merton referred to it as ‘strain’ theory).  Although 
carried out in 1930s America, can still see this theory reflected in the actions of young people in the recent inner-city riots in the UK.  You should give 
contemporary examples of the five responses to strain.  Criticise Merton as assumed these were individual responses so ignored the subcultural 
element. 

• Move on to Cohen and status frustration.  Again, you should give modern examples of this – how those who fail in education are much more likely to 
commit crime.  Was much more interested in the subcultural element as he saw the gang as an alternative way of gaining status. 

• Cloward and Ohlin – the three subcultures – provide an explanation for different types of working-class crime – still relevant to the types of crime seen in 
modern society. 

• Miller agrees deviance is widespread in the lower class, but he argues that this is not an attempt to achieve mainstream goals, but to achieve their own 
goals or focal concerns. 

• Matza – most delinquents are not strongly committed to their subculture but drift in and out of delinquency due to subterranean values.  Good 
evaluation of subcultural theory. 

• Can reference Bourgois and Nightingale to bring it completely up to date. 

Assess the 

effectiveness 

of crime 

prevention 

strategies in 

reducing 

crime. 

This question is asking you to look at what makes people conform and what can be done to prevent them from deviating. Which crime prevention strategies have 

been successful and why?  You should show theoretical awareness, e.g. that Zero tolerance is associated with New Right. 

• Situational crime prevention – reducing opportunities for crime, e.g. CCTV, security guards, burglar alarms.  Assumes the criminal acts rationally and 
makes rational decisions.  Felson’s example of the Port Authority Bus Terminal in New York. 

• Displacement – criticism of situational crime prevention – just moves the crime elsewhere. 

• Evaluation – SCP works in reducing certain types of crime, ignores white collar, corporate and state crime.   Assumes criminals are rational – unlikely if 
violence or alcohol involved.  Ignores the root causes of crime. 

• Environmental crime prevention – Wilson and Kelling – Broken Windows – environmental improvement strategy & Zero-tolerance policing.  Had great 
success in New York.  Again, don’t tackle the social causes of crime. 

• Social and community crime prevention – Remove the conditions that make people commit crime in the first place – tackle poverty, unemployment and 
poor housing, social reform programmes (Left realist view). 

• All of these strategies ignore the crimes of the powerful and environmental crimes. 

• Also, no reference to the impact of punishment as a strategy for crime prevention – deterrence, rehabilitation and incapacitation.  If you had time you 
could look into sociological theories on the functions of punishment, but it is unlikely you’d be able to do this in any depth. 
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