
Crime and Deviance exam questions 

https://www.shortcutstv.com/blog/2018/03/22/sociology-revision-booklets-4-crime-and-deviance/   This is a fantastic website with revision available for every part of our course.  

Use this and the resources you already have from lessons to work through some practice exam questions.  I have included some ideas for what you might focus on in each question.  

Question: What to include: 

Assess the 

view that 

ethnic 

differences 

in crime 

rates are 

the result 

of the ways 

in which 

the 

criminal 

justice 

system 

operates. 

This question is essentially about the presence (or not) of institutional racism in the police, courts and penal system.  You will need to compare the importance of 

this as opposed to explanations that argue that ethnic minorities do commit more crime - either as a result of relative deprivation (left realism) or poor upbringing, 

absent fathers, etc (new right). 

• Try to include some stats, reference to patterns of offending, stop and search, ethnic make-up of prisons.   

• Black people make up 2.8% of the general population, but 11% of the prison population.  7 times more likely to be stopped and searched than the white 
population. 

• Police racism – Phillips and Bowling – oppressive policing of ethnic minority communities – leads to these communities having less faith in the police.  The 
Macpherson Report after death of Stephen Lawrence.  Canteen culture. 

• Sentencing – ethnic minority offenders given longer sentences, even when severity of crime and previous convictions taken into account. 

• Left realism – Lea and Young – Ethnic differences in the crime rates reflect real differences in the levels of offending.  Relative deprivation, subculture and 
marginalisation lead to higher offending rates among ethnic minority groups.  Acknowledge that the police often act in racist ways but this cannot fully 
explain the stats. 

• Neo-Marxism – the statistics do not reflect reality, they are the outcome of a process of social construction that stereotypes ethnic minorities as 
inherently more criminal.  Gilroy (1982) and Hall (1979) 

• Could also include Bourgois and reference to the exclusion of ethnic minority groups leading to them setting up alternative economies. 

• Statistical artefact approach – the higher rates are simply a result of a younger ethnic minority population who are more likely to live in the inner city and 
other deprived areas. 

Assess 

sociological 

views of 

the 

relationship 

between 

crime and 

the mass 

media. 

• Explain that the news media gives a distorted picture of crime: over-represent violent and sexual crime, portray criminals and victims as older and more 
middle class than they actually are, exaggerate police success, exaggerate the risk of victimisation.  Cohen and Young – the news is manufactured.  Notion 
of news values. 

• Media as a cause of crime – horror films (Childs Play and James Bulger killing), violent video games, concerns over lyrics in rap, imitation (copycat crimes), 
etc.  Effects of TV on children. 

• Fear of crime – media creates unrealistic fear of crime – Gerbner et al, Schlesinger & Tumber. 

• Moral panics – probably the most substantial part of the essay.  Cohen – Folk Devils and Moral Panics – make reference to the mods and rockers example 
of trouble in British seaside towns in the 60s between the two groups.  Know and understand the elements of a moral panic and be able to give modern 
examples. 

• Evaluate – modern audiences are much more sophisticated and are able to question what they see, hear and read.  Much less susceptible to moral panics, 
etc. McRobbie and Thornton – moral panics are now so common that they have very little impact. 

• Could also make reference to new forms of crime – global cyber crime – news types of media have led to new crimes – Cyber trespass, Cyber-deception 
and theft, Cyber-pornography. 
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