
 

 

 

 

Between 1945 and 1949 Stalin created a Russian empire in 

Eastern Europe. This empire included Poland, Hungary, 

Romania, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia and East Germany. Each 

had a Communist government. In the West they were 

called satellites because they clung closely to the Soviet 

Union like satellites round a planet. 

Stalin was able to create this empire for a number of 

reasons. The first was the military might of the Soviet 

Union in Europe after 1945. Unaffected by the pressures 

of domestic opinion, Stalin was able to keep huge numbers 

of troops in a state of readiness, whereas the western 

powers were under intense pressure to ‘bring the boys 

back home’ as soon as possible. Neither Britain nor the 

United States were prepared to fight over Eastern Europe and Stalin knew this. 

Another reason for the spread of Communism after the war was the gratitude of many 

Eastern Europeans for their liberation from Nazism. This, and the often appalling 

conditions at the end of the war, played into the hands of east European communist 

parties, which were, of course, backed by Stalin and the Soviet Union. Leaders of these 

parties were often trained in Moscow and certainly received much friendly assistance 

from the Russians. At first Stalin moved slowly. There was no sudden take-over of 

Soviet Communism. Opposition parties were allowed and in the first elections the 

voters were given a relatively free choice, provided the governments they chose were 

at least sympathetic to Communist aims and ideals. But gradually the East European 

Communists took over the running of their countries. 

By 1946 the West was becoming increasingly aware of what was happening in eastern 

Europe. One of the most prominent critics of the changes was Winston Churchill, now 

leader of the opposition in Britain. In March 1946 he made his now famous ‘Iron 

Curtain’ Speech at Fulton, Missouri (USA) in which he declared that: “From Stettin in 

the Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic an iron curtain has descended across the 

continent”. Further, he claimed that the Russians were intent on “indefinite expansion 

of their power and doctrines”. 

In the meantime, state after state in eastern Europe fell under communist control and 

Soviet influence 

 



 

1. What was a ‘satellite state’? 
 

2. Give three examples of satellite states  
 

3. Research a satellite state- find out the following, what year did the 
country become a satellite state? How did that country become a 
satellite state? How long was it a satellite state for?  
 

4. Briefly summarise the two reasons why Stalin was able to create satellite 
states in Europe.  
 

5. Why was Churchill critical of satellite states? 

 


