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Dear Parents, Carers and Students 

We are delighted that you are interested in applying to Wolverley Sixth Form. 
 

Students are about to embark on making some important decisions, which will influence their future 
career choices. They will be able to steer their education in the direction that they think best reflects 
their current strengths and interests. It is an exciting time; one which requires careful thought and 
consideration. The choice of subjects to be studied in years 12 and 13 will shape their next steps to 
meet future hopes and aspirations. It is an important decision, which will have consequences for their 
future higher education options, employment based training or options on entering the world of work.  
 
Our sixth form offers students a wide range of both A-level and BTEC courses; the curriculum includes 
everything from academic A-Levels, preferred by Russell Group Universities, to vocational courses that 
have a clear progression route to a specific career.  We advocate a variety of opportunities and ensure 
that students are given the time and guidance to experience the multitude of experiences that are 
presented to them at this point of their education. These include regular work experience placements; 
enrichment opportunities and, where needed, the chance to improve GCSE Maths and English 
qualifications. Furthermore, students also attain an EPQ qualification while studying at Wolverley Sixth 
Form, this additional qualification supports the development of fundamental independent research 
and study skills which are vital for success at A-Level and further higher education. We are proud to 
be actively involved in the preparation for students’ next steps; our academic enrichment lessons 
focus on higher education, UCAS applications, careers and opportunities beyond school. We have a 
strong track record of ensuring that all students that study at Wolverley Sixth Form go on to achieve 
well and successfully progress to their chosen next step. Students will have access to the facilities on 
site, which include sixth form designated areas: common room, kitchen, study room and study foyer 
and dedicated sixth form classrooms in Woodfield.  
 

This booklet gives students information about the curriculum options they could follow in years 12 
and 13. Students should choose three subjects and a reserve subject from the range of options offered. 
Students should, with their parents/carers, use this information to begin the process of making their 
choices. It is important for students to talk through their ideas with subject teachers and 
parents/carers. Over the two years of the A level or level 3 BTEC courses, all subjects will make 
demands on time and energy. Teachers will expect students to work much more independently and 
to meet deadlines so it is important, when making choices, to consider the content of the courses and 
the nature of the requirements. Students are encouraged to think about the variety within the 
curriculum as they select subjects and try to arrive at a balance which matches their talents and fits 
with their future aspirations. 
 

It should be an exciting decision to make, which leaves students with a curriculum that is enjoyable 

and builds on confidence and abilities. We are here to help so if there are any doubts, please ask. 

Remember that with persistence, self-confidence and organisation everyone can succeed.  

 

Good luck! 
 

Yours sincerely, 

Miss S Wilson  

Head of Sixth Form   



 
 
 
 
 

Support for Sixth Form Students 

 

The Wolverley Sixth Form team is formed of highly experienced staff with a proven track record of 
offering excellent academic guidance, pastoral care and support. The team is made up of an Miss 
Wilson, Head of Wolverley Sixth Form; Ms Morris, Assistant Head of Sixth who is dedicated to working 
with and for our students to ensure that they get the most out of their sixth form experience. 6th Form 
also have a dedicated member of 6th Form staff, Mrs John whose role is dedicated to KS5 student 
support, nurturing the leadership of the students, and developing the enrichment curriculum. Finally, 
students also have an experienced sixth form tutor to offer additional support and guidance for their 
day-to-day life; personal statements and Post 18 options.  
 

Enrichment 

 
We offer our students an extensive range of extra-curricular activities. These are designed to broaden 
and enrich the experience we offer as well as helping them to be ready for life after their sixth form 
studies. We appoint Head Students in Year 12 and Year 13 who are given lots of opportunities to 
support the school by working with the Student Ministry. All students are also invited to join the sixth 
form committee which has an important role in making decisions about developments within 
Wolverley Sixth Form. 
 
Typical Timetable 
 
Students will usually have nine hours per fortnight allocated per subject studied. On Tuesday mornings 
all students complete the ‘academic enrichment’ programme, which includes the Extended Project 
Qualification (EPQ). During Wednesday afternoons, all students follow the ‘active enrichment’ 
programme. Students must attend their tutor lessons for the mornings they have lessons in the 
morning. If students have a morning or afternoon of no lessons they are permitted to work from home. 
 
Sixth Form Opportunities 
 

• A level and BTEC subjects qualifications.  

• A residential trip to New York is offered to all Wolverley Sixth Form students. 

• A number of subject related trips are offered by specific subjects to support progress in: these 
include a trip to Kraków with History and Psychology; trips to The Hive Library for study skills and 
subject research.  

• A variety of Active Enrichment Trips designed to allow students to develop cultural capital; their 
experiences and their social skills.   

• Leadership qualifications as part of our Senior Leadership Programme.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

Wolverley Sixth Form Applications Process 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Wednesday 12th October  

Wolverley Sixth Form applications open on the website and in 

tutor folders 
 

Monday 16th January 2023 

Applications for Wolverley Sixth Form Close  

 

 

Thursday 12th January 2023  

Year 11 Parents’ Evening  

This is an opportunity to discuss with subject teachers  

A level/BTEC options & to book an appointment with the Head of 

Wolverley Sixth Form to answer any questions 

Interviews for Wolverley Sixth Form Applications  

November 2023 

Wolverley Sixth Form: Staying In Learning Day  

This will be an opportunity to have workshops from Higher 

Educational speakers and experience Further Education for the day.  



 
 
 
 
 

 

Frequently asked questions 

 

How do I apply and what happens next? 
Once you have chosen your courses and checked your predicted grades against the entry requirements 
(these can be found in the subject pages) you should complete the online application form which can 
be found on the Wolverley Sixth Form area of the school website. Students apply to do 3 A-levels or 
BTEC subjects. 
 
From January, members of the Senior Leadership Team and 6th Form Staff will meet with all potential 
sixth form students to discuss their course choices to ensure they match their academic strengths and 
future career plans if known. 
 
Which subjects should I choose? 
Choosing the right sixth form course is a difficult decision. As well as doing lots of thinking about your 
strengths, weaknesses and interests, you will need to read the subject booklet carefully and talk to 
your subject teachers, tutor and parents. Year 11 parents’ evening is an ideal opportunity to talk 
through any concerns you might have about your choices. 
 
If you are not sure about what you want to do when you leave the sixth form, choose courses that you 
enjoy and in which you are most likely to succeed. A levels and BTECs are demanding courses and you 
won’t want to do the hard work necessary for success if you are not interested and motivated in the 
subjects you are studying. 
 
Can I study a combination of A level and BTEC subjects? 
Yes – every year we have a considerable number of students who study a mixture of traditional A level 
courses with the more vocational BTEC courses. We will offer you guidance and support to ensure that 
you are taking courses that are tailored to your strengths and aspirations. 
 
Will I need to buy my own textbooks? 
No – most departments have textbooks that you are able to use for the duration of your course. 
However, it might be preferable to buy some second-hand books from students who have just 
completed their examinations. 
 
Will I need a laptop to complete my studies?  
Yes – at Wolverley Sixth Form we offer a Chromebook scheme in which students can make monthly 
payments over the 2 years and leave Wolverley Sixth Form with their own Chromebook.  
 
What support is there if my family faces financial difficulties? 
We will encourage all eligible students to apply for the 16-19 bursary. This is a scheme which enables 
schools to give financial support to students who might struggle to buy the necessary equipment for 
their KS5 studies. Students will be able to apply for this support in September of Year 12. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

What is the enrichment programme? 

All students at Wolverley Sixth Form follow an enrichment programme to prepare them for future 
success in education, training or employment. The programme provides certain practical life skills 
while broadening minds through considering political, citizenship and financial issues.  
 
The academic enrichment programme will prepare students for their next step, focusing on higher 
education, UCAS applications, careers and opportunities beyond school. Local universities provide 
workshops to support students in choosing university courses, writing personal statements and 
student finance. To support students in making decisions about their next steps all Year 12 students 
complete a two week work experience placement at the end of the summer term. 
 
During active enrichment sessions students are given the opportunity to get out into the local area 
and community, consider ways to stay physically and mentally healthy while developing interpersonal 
and communication skills. 
 
What is the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)? 

An Extended Project Qualification is a qualification taken by some students in England and Wales, 

where it is equivalent to an AS level. They are part of level 3 of the National Qualifications Framework. 

All students in year 12 complete research for the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) which supports 

development of independent research and study skills which are necessary for success at A level. 

 

Will my chosen subjects allow me to obtain the required UCAS points for university? 
 As a rough guide, the table below outlines the value of different types of qualification. For full and up-
to-date details of individual qualification tariff points please visit: https://www.ucas.com/files/new-
tariff-tables 
 
 
  

https://www.ucas.com/files/new-tariff-tables
https://www.ucas.com/files/new-tariff-tables
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Why choose this course? 
 
 

In A level art and design students complete practical and 
critical/contextual work in a variety of the following media: painting, 
drawing, mixed media, sculpture, ceramics, printmaking, textiles 
and photography.  

Course content: 
Units of study 

The two-year course starts with a selection of projects that explore 
a variety of sources, media, techniques and processes. Students are 
then well informed about the direction their personal creative 
enquiry could take. 

How will students be assessed? Component 1  
The personal creative enquiry consists of classwork and home work 
and is worth 60% of the marks. Students work on this during the 
later stages of year one and the majority of year two.  
Students develop work based on an idea, issue, concept or a series 
of related outcomes. It must be supported by written work of 
between 1,000 and 3,000 words. 
 
Component 2  
This is an assignment that is set by the examination board and is 
worth 40% of the A level; students will get the question papers at 
the start of February in the second year. There will be a choice of 
eight questions to be used as a starting point. Students will work on 
their projects until the 15 hours of supervised time during which a 
final piece will be produced. 

Course entry requirements You should have at least 5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above and a grade 6 
in art. 
 
This is a level 3 course, which demands a high level of literacy, 
thinking ability and organisational skills. 

Further progression Successful completion of the course is an excellent platform for 
progression to a foundation course or university degree in art and 
design and an essential step towards a career in a whole range of 
specialist areas including; graphics, fine art, illustration, jewellery, 
printmaking, textiles/surface pattern, photography, fashion, interior 
design, ceramic design, product design, crafts, animation, 
architecture and many others.  The qualification is recognised by 
higher education institutions as contributing to meeting admission 
requirements to many relevant degree courses.  The qualification 
can also support progression to employment directly, or an 
apprenticeship. 

 

A Level Art and Design 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why choose this course? 
 
 

In A level textiles, students do a range of practical and critical/contextual 
work in a variety of the following media: batik, printing, machine 
embroidery, silk painting, textile construction, weaving, drawing, painting 
and photography. 

 

Course content: 
Units of study 

The two-year course starts with a selection of projects that explore a 
variety of sources, media, techniques and processes. Students are then 
well informed about the direction their Personal Creative Enquiry could 
take. 

 

How will students be assessed? Component 1  
This Personal Creative Enquiry consists of classwork and homework and is 
worth 60% of the marks. Students work on this during the later stages of 
year 1 and the majority of year 2.  
Students develop work based on an idea, issue, concept or a series of 
related outcomes. It must be supported by written work of between 1,000 
and 3,000 words. 
 
Component 2  
This is an assignment that is set by the examination board and is worth 
40% of the A level; students will get the question papers at the start of 
February of the second year. There will be a choice of eight questions to 
be used as starting points. Students will work on their projects until the 15 
hours of supervised time during which a final piece will be produced. 

 

Course entry requirements You should have at least 5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above and a grade 6 in art. 
 
This is a level 3 course, which demands a high level of literacy, thinking 
ability and organisational skills. 

 

Further progression Successful completion of the course is an excellent platform for 
progression to a foundation course or university degree in art and design 
and an essential step towards a career in a whole range of specialist areas 
including; graphics, fine art, illustration, jewellery, printmaking, 
textiles/surface pattern, photography, fashion, interior design, ceramic 
design, product design, crafts, animation, architecture and many others.  
The qualification is recognised by higher education institutions as 
contributing to meeting admission requirements to many relevant degree 
courses.  The qualification can also support progression to employment 
directly, or an apprenticeship. 

 
 

A Level Art and Design: Textiles 



 

 

 

 

 

 

A Level Biology 
Why choose this course? 
 
 

A level biology is an excellent way to prepare for further education in 
sciences, medicine, dentistry, engineering and vocational qualifications 
such as nursing, midwifery, physiotherapy and much more. This two-year 
course covers topics ranging from genetics and human physiology to 
conservation and biodiversity, with plenty of opportunities to experience 
hands-on practical activities. 

 

Course content: 
Units of study 

Paper 1 – Biological Processes – 37% of A level 
Paper 2 – Biological Diversity – 37% of A level 
Paper 3 – Unified Biology – 26% of A level 

 

How will students be assessed? Examinations at the end of year two.  
 
Throughout the course, there will also be an internally assessed review of 
practical skills, examining specific endorsed experiments as well as 
investigation and research skills. 

 

Course entry requirements You should have at least 5 GCSEs at Grade 5 or above including Maths and 
English, with Biology or at least one Combined Science grade at 6 or 
above.  

This is a level 3 course, which demands a high level of literacy, thinking 
ability and organisational skills. 

 

Further progression The qualification combines with well with other science qualifications, 
mathematics, sociology and psychology, and as a result offers a wide 
range of opportunities including apprenticeships, careers and progression 
to university.  
 
Examples of biology-based careers. 
 

• Animal care, fisheries and farming 
• Nursing, medicine and therapies 
• Biotechnology e.g. brewing, manufacturing 
• Education, health education and sales 
• Microbiology, diagnostic testing and disease management 
• Nanotechnology 
• Nature conservation and media 
• Pharmacology 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why choose this course? 
 
 

The BTEC business course at Wolverley Sixth Form is interesting and 
challenging. It will help to develop a range of skills such as; employability 
skills, critical thinking, problem solving, communication skills, 
interpersonal skills, working collaboratively, financial planning skills and 
self-management. 
  
A variety of different teaching and learning strategies are used including;  
practical communication tasks, discussion work, conducting and analysing 
market research, presentation of plans and findings and problem solving 
all of which help to develop the skills required to do well in BTEC Business. 

Course content: 
Units of study 

The course topics may include:  
 
Unit 1 coursework - Exploring business 
Unit 2 Examination - Developing a marketing campaign 
Unit 3 Examination – Business and personal finance 
Unit 8 Coursework – Recruitment and selection process 

How will students be assessed? BTEC Business is mixture of coursework and exams. Coursework makes up 
42% of the qualification. One piece of coursework is completed each year. 
It is internally assessed and then externally verified. The remaining 58% of 
the course is made up of two examinations, one taken during each year. 
 

Course entry requirements You should have at least 5 GCSE’s at grade 5 or above, including English 
and maths.  
 
This is a level 3 course, which demands a high level of literacy, numeracy 
and organisational skills. 

Further progression This course will be really useful to every student as it will help them to 
make good financial decisions, that means more money for you! It will also 
be really useful for all those students who envisage one day running their 
own business. This course supports an application to any university course. 

Future careers can include 
 
• Accountant 
• Bank manager 
• Business adviser 
• Retail buyer 
• Tax inspector 
• Teacher 
• Business manager 
• Banking customer service assistant 
• Wedding planner 
• Self-employment 
 

 

BTEC National Extended 
Certificate in Business  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Why choose this course? 
 
 

From the moment you are born, and throughout your life, you are 
surrounded by chemistry. Chemistry is the study of substances, what they 
are made of, how they interact and what role they play in living things. 
Chemistry is a highly valued qualification and will suit you if you are 
practical, like solving problems and are good at maths. 

Course content: 
Units of study 

We follow the AQA A level Chemistry course. This is split into three areas 
of chemistry and we will study the following topics as part of the course 
Physical Chemistry 

• Structure and Bonding 

• Thermodynamics and equilibria 

• Acids and bases 
Organic Chemistry 

• Alkanes and Alkenes 

• Aromatic Chemistry 

• Organic synthesis and analysis 
Inorganic Chemistry 

• Periodicity 

• Group 2 and group 7 

• Period 3 elements and transition metals 
 
There are also 12 assessed practical activity skills that run through the 
course. 

How will students be assessed? There are three exams at the end of two years of study. 

• Paper 1 – 2 hours (Specific topics) 

• Paper 2 – 2 hours (Specific topics) 

• Paper 3 – 2 hours (all topics) 
Throughout the course there will also be an internally assessed review of 
practical skills, examining specific endorsed experiments as well as 
investigation and research skills. 

Course entry requirements You should have at least 5 GCSEs at Grade 5 or above, with Chemistry or at 
least one Combined Science grade at 6 or above.  

This is a level 3 course, which demands a high level of literacy, numeracy, 
thinking ability and organisational skills. 

Further progression A level Chemistry is accepted by all universities and colleges. It also meets 
the entry requirements for a range of higher level and degree 
apprenticeships. A wide range of courses and jobs require A level 
chemistry specifically, but the skills learnt will also enable you to succeed 
in many other careers and courses. 

Examples of chemistry-based careers. 

• Forensic science 

• Analytical chemist 

• Pharmacologist 

• Dentistry 

• Nuclear engineer 

• Medicine 

 

A Level Chemistry 



 

 

Why choose this course? 
 
 

Criminology (from Latin crīmen, "accusation"; and Greek -λογία, -logia) is the 
scientific study of criminal behaviour, on individual, social and natural levels, and 
how it can be managed, controlled and prevented. 
 
This course will enable students to use theories of criminality to analyse criminal 
situations. Students also develop the knowledge and skills to research policy in 
practice, assess campaigns for changes in awareness and examine information to 
review verdicts in criminal cases.  
 
Criminology is the perfect partner to psychology, sociology, English, law, 
humanities, religious studies, amongst others! 

Course content: 
Units of study 

Year 1: Unit 1 - Changing Awareness of Crime The focus of the unit is on 
unreported crime and the consequences of such crimes. The unit will also introduce 
media representation of crime and how campaigns for change can raise awareness 
of unreported crimes in society. 

Unit 2 - Criminological Theories This unit focuses on why people commit crime and 
includes a study of a range of theories of criminality.   

Year 2: Unit 3 - Crime Scene to Courtroom The focus of Unit 3 is the Criminal Justice 
System from the identification of the crime through to the verdict. This unit will 
allow candidates to gain the understanding and skills to be able to examine the 
validity of verdicts given in criminal cases. 

Unit 4 - Crime and Punishment Students will apply their understanding of theories 
and processes of bringing the accused to court.  Evaluate the effectiveness of social 
control. 

How will students be 
assessed? 

 

Unit 1 Internal – Controlled Assessment 

Unit 2 External Exam 90 minutes 

Unit 3 Internal – Controlled Assessment 

Unit 4 External Exam 90 minutes 
 

Course entry 
requirements 

You should have at least 5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above, with English at a grade 6 or 
above.  
This is a level 3 course, which demands a high level of literacy, thinking ability and 
organisational skills. 

Further progression Criminology is a good subject for those who wish to go onto Higher Education to 
study courses such as Criminology, Criminal Justice, Law, Psychology and Sociology.  
Criminology will also facilitate a career pathway into Crime scene investigator, 
Detective, Police officer, Prison officer, Probation officer, Social worker, Youth 
worker, Counsellor, Political risk analyst, Social researcher, Solicitor and many more! 

 

Applied Level 3 Criminology 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/crime-scene-investigator
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/detective
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/police-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/prison-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/probation-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/social-worker
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/youth-worker
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/youth-worker
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/counsellor
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/political-risk-analyst
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/social-researcher
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/solicitor


 

 

 

 

 

 

Why choose this course? 
 
 

Designed with a focus on the integration of language and literature, this 
new specification enables you to understand how linguistic and literary 
methods are related and to explore these links in a range of different 
texts.  
Offering clear skills progression from GCSE, this course allows you to build 
on the skills and knowledge already gained and prepare for the next steps. 

Course content: 
Units of study 

• Views and Voices 

• People and Places 

• Telling Stories 
Exploring Conflict 

How will students be assessed? There are two assessments at A Level: 
 
Paper 1: Telling Stories - a written exam of 3 hours - 40% of A Level. 1 
question on the AQA Anthology: Paris (40 marks); 1 question on prose set 
text (35 marks) and 1 question on poetry set text (25 marks).  
 
Paper 2 - Exploring Conflict - written exam of 2 hours 30 minutes - 40% of 
A Level. 1 piece of re-creative writing using the set text and a critical 
commentary, and 1 question on the drama set text.  
Methods of language analysis are integrated into the activities on both 
papers.  
 
Non-exam assessment: Making Connections - an investigation on a chosen 
theme and texts, about 2,500 - 3000 words. It is assessed by your subject 
teachers and constitutes 20% of the A Level. 

Course entry requirements You should have at least 5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above, with English 
Language & Literature at a grade 6 or above.  
 
This is a level 3 course, which demands a high level of literacy, thinking 
ability and organisational skills. 

Further progression The qualification combines with other qualifications and as a result offers 
a wide range of future opportunities including progression to university.  
 
Examples of careers that use English. 

• Views and Voices 

• Journalist 

• Higher education lecturer 

• Teacher 

• Performer 

• Editor 
Writer 

 

A Level English 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Why choose this course? 
 
 

“The study of geography is about more than just memorising places on a 
map. It's about understanding the complexity of our world, appreciating 
the diversity of cultures that exists across continents. And in the end, it's 
about using all that knowledge to help bridge divides and bring people 
together” - Barack Obama. 
 
Geography at A level is one of the most varied. It is designed to tie in 
closely with the skills of GCSE, and this course helps to put you in charge of 
your own learning and investigate issues of interest to you. 

Course content: 
Units of study 

The course topics may include:  

• Hazards 

• Coastal landscapes and systems 

• Population and the environment 

• An individual investigation – 3000 to 4000 word investigation 
based on an independent study or linked to topics studies as part 
of the A-Level 

 
The individual investigation is a chance to put into practice all the skills 
learned during the course, and to gain an in-depth understanding of 
something that really interests you. 

How will students be assessed? 2 external exams and a 3000 to 4000 word geographical investigation. 

Course entry requirements You should have at least 5 GCSEs at Grade 6 or above, with geography at a 
grade 6 or above. This is a level 3 course, which demands a high level of 
numeracy, thinking ability and organisational skills. 
 
However, a strong interest in the subject is equally as important. 

Further progression With growing interest in issues such as climate change, migration, 
environmental degradation and regional inequalities, geography is one of 
the most relevant courses you could choose to study. Geographers are 
also highly employable and collectively receive competitive graduate 
salaries. 

Whatever your passion for the world, fascination with landscapes or 

concerns about sustainability, geography will provide you with knowledge 

and transferable skills that will reward you personally and support you in 

your further career aspirations. 

Careers include: 

• Cartographer. 

• Commercial/residential surveyor. 

• Environmental consultant. 

• Geographical information systems officer. 

• Planning and development surveyor. 

• Secondary school teacher. 

• Town planner. 
 

 

A Level Geography  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why choose this course? 
 
 

BTEC level 3 health and social care extended certificate offers a broad basis of 
study for the health and social care sector. This qualification is designed to 
support progression to higher education. Over the two years you will study 
four units focusing on a range of topics to challenge and prepare you for 
further study/work within the sector. 

Course content: 
Units of study 

The content of the qualification incorporates topics relevant across the health 
and social care sector: 

• Human lifespan development 
• Working in health and social care 
• Meeting individual care and support needs 

Care needs relating to different physiological disorders 
How will students be assessed? Equivalent in size to one A Level. 

4 units of which 3 are mandatory with the 4th unit being optional;  
Mandatory content (50%). 
External assessment (50%). 
 
Unit 1 - Human lifespan development  
              (Yr12 exam) 
Unit 5 - Meeting individuals care and support  
              needs  
              (Yr12 internally assessed coursework) 
Unit 2 - Working in health and social care  
              (Yr13 exam) 
Unit 14 - Physiological disorders and their care 

Course entry requirements You should have at least 5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above. 

This is a level 3 course, which demands a high level of literacy, thinking ability 
and organisational skills. 

Further progression The qualification is recognised by higher education institutions as contributing 
to meeting admission requirements to many relevant courses such as: 

BA (Hons) Health and social care  
BA (Hons) Educational studies (primary) 
BA (Hons) Social worker 

This leads to jobs like: 

• Human Resources Officer.  

• Health Services Manager 

• Youth Worker 

• Charity Worker 

• Social Worker  
Teacher  

 

BTEC National Extended 
Certificate in Health & Social  



 

 

 

 

Why choose this course? 
 
 

“Those that forget history are doomed to repeat it" - George Santayana.  
 
History at A level is one of the most varied. It is designed to tie in closely 
with the skills of GCSE, and this course helps to put you in charge of your 
own learning and investigate issues of interest to you.  
History is one of the most highly valued subjects at university as you are 
required to develop a range of skills such as analysis, debate, essay writing 
and investigation. 
 
100% of students studying A Level history gained a pass grade, with all 
grades between A*- C  this year (2019). 

Course content: 
Units of study 

The course topics may include:  

• English Government and Church 1066-1216 

• The Tudors - England 1485-1603 

• Democracy and Dictatorships 1919-1963  

• A personal study – 3000 to 4000 word essay based on an 
independent study or linked to topics studies as part of the A level 

 
You will analyse and assess a wide range of source material and historians’ 
interpretations. Discussions and debates are a feature of the young 
historian`s work at A level and you will be encouraged to form your own 
opinions.  
 
The personal study is a chance to put into practice all the skills learned 
during the course, and to gain an in-depth understanding of something 
that really interests you. You will learn how to evaluate historical 
documents and you will gain an insight into some of the problems 
presented by unreliable evidence. 

How will students be assessed? 3 external exams and a 3000 to 4000 word historic investigation. 

Course entry requirements You should have at least 5 GCSEs at Grade 6 or above, with History at a 
grade 6 or above. This is a level 3 course, which demands a high level of 
literacy, thinking ability and organisational skills. 
 
However, a strong interest in the subject is equally as important. 

Further progression A history qualification opens doors rather than shuts them. History 

develops such a broad range of skills that it is highly regarded by 

employers and universities alike. Studying history A level does not just lead 

to a degree in history. It can lead to courses as wide ranging as law, 

English, sociology, media studies and many more. And you don`t just have 

to become a history teacher! 

Careers from accountancy to media and law value the historian`s way 
of thinking. Students of history have become presidents and prime 
ministers, heads of corporations and business, head of MI5, members 
of the police, lawyers and judges, social workers, soldiers and 
generals. In fact, historians can become anything at all! 

 

A Level History  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Why choose this course? 
 
 

The Law course at Wolverley Sixth Form is engaging and challenging, 
developing a range of skills including legal research and analysis, problems 
solving, communication of legal argument and critical thinking. The nature 
of the skills required for Law means that it is ideal to complement many 
other subjects.  
 
A wide range of teaching and learning strategies are used including 
practical communication tasks, discussion work, legal research, 
presentation of legal argument and problem solving which all help to 
develop the skills required to do well in Law. 

Course content: 
Units of study 

 
Component 1: The Nature of Law and the English Legal System - This 
covers sources of law and the English Legal System. 
Component 2: Substantive Law in Practice - This develops application of 
the law in contract, tort and criminal law.  
Component 3: Perspectives of Substantive Law - This develops analysis and 
evaluation of contract, tort and criminal law. 

 

How will students be assessed? 3 external examinations taken at the end of year 2. 

Course entry requirements You should have at least 5 GCSEs at Grade 6 or above. This is a level 3 
course, which demands a high level of literacy, critical thinking and 
organisational skills. 
 

 

Further progression The law is something that impacts all of our lives; from getting on a bus, to 
buying a pair of jeans, to not being allowed to visit friends. Law is a 
fascinating subject that is always changing to take into account new 
developments in technology, changes in social attitudes and the needs of 
society in general. 

Careers include: 

• Barrister 

• Solicitor 

• Paralegal 

• Advice worker 

• Teacher 

• External auditor 

• Human resource officer 

• Mediator 

• Stockbroker 

• Journalist 

• Trading standards officer 
 

 

A Level Law 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Why choose this course? 
 
 

A level maths provides students with a thorough grounding in the 
mathematical tools and techniques often needed in the workplace. The 
logic and reasoning skills developed by studying A level maths make sure 
the qualification is widely respected even in non-mathematical arenas. 

Course content: 
Units of study 

A level maths is structured in two strands – pure core maths and applied 
maths. The pure core strand makes up two-thirds of the qualification and 
provide the techniques in algebra, geometry, trigonometry and calculus 
that form the fundamental building blocks of the subject.  

Mathematical applications make up the remaining third of the 
qualification and is equally divided between mechanics and statistics.  

• Mechanics – forces, energy, motion  

Statistics – probability, data handling, testing hypotheses 
How will students be assessed? 3 exams, core 1, core 2 and applied in year 13. Each exam is 33.3% of final 

grade, length of exams is 2 hours each. 

Course entry requirements You should have at least 5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above, with mathematics at 
a grade 6 or above.  
 
This is a level 3 course, which demands a high level of literacy, thinking 
ability and organisational skills. 

Further progression The skills gained from studying a science, technology, engineering or 
mathematics (STEM) subject at A level or degree level are in demand by 
employers. Graduates with STEM degrees earn on average 5% to 10% 
higher salaries than the mean for all graduates.  
 
A wide range of STEM and non-STEM subjects are underpinned by 
mathematics. Having a broad mathematical knowledge and secure 
technical ability will help the transition from sixth-form to higher 
education.  

This in turn can lead into a career as wide ranging as medicine to 
formula one race car engineer, from banking and investment to 
meteorology, from geophysicist to nanotechnology to name but a 
few. 

 

A Level Mathematics 



 

 

 

 

BTEC National Extended 

Certificate in Music Performance 
Why choose this course? 
 
 

The course aims to provide students with a broad educational base for 
further training, further education and employment within the music 
sector. The qualification will develop students’ abilities through the 
knowledge and skills gained in different parts of the programme. 

Course content: 
Units of study 

The 2-year course covers a range of topics.  
 
Unit 1: Practical Music Theory and Harmony – internally assessed through 
a presentation and a composition portfolio. Students will develop 
knowledge and understanding of music theory and harmony and apply 
their understanding in practical scenarios.  
Unit 2: Professional Practice in the Music Industry – externally assessed 
through a written assignment set by Pearson. Students will explore what it 
is that makes someone a professional in the music industry and how to put 
forward a bid for work. 
Unit 3: Ensemble Music Performance – externally assessed through a 
practical assignment set by Pearson. Students work as part of a musical 
ensemble and develop their skills and techniques in rehearsal and 
performance. 
Unit 6: Solo Performance – internally assessed. Students explore the 
preparation and performance of music as a soloist before performing in 
front of an audience. 

How will students be assessed? The course is equivalent to one A level. There are no written exams and 
the large majority of the work comes from coursework and performance 
pieces.  There are 2 externally assessed units, which have to be passed 
within a certain period and in order to pass the whole course. 

Course entry requirements You should have at least 5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above. This is a level 3 
course, which demands a high level of literacy, thinking ability and 
organisational skills. 
 
A strong interest in the subject and a willingness to take part in 
performance opportunities is important. 

Further progression The qualification combines with other qualifications and as a result offers 
a wide range of future opportunities including progression to university. 
The skills learned will enable you to succeed in many other careers and 
courses, not just music. 
 
Examples of careers that use music: 

• Music teacher 
• Performing 
• Sound engineer  
• Booking agent 

Concert promoter 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

BTEC National Foundation 

Diploma in Performing Arts: Acting  
Why choose this course? 
 
 

BTEC level 3 foundation diploma in acting is a course specifically designed 
for students who would like to continue performing arts post 18 or are 
considering a career in the performing arts.  
 

The course is made up of 6 units taught over 2 years, providing an 
excellent choice of units that cover a wide range of disciplines. 

Course content: 
Units of study 

Students will have the opportunity to plan, choreograph and perform in a 
variety of settings and learn about various strands of drama.  
 

During the course all students will also develop their research and analysis 
skills and improve both their written and verbal literacy skills through 
learning about key practitioners, methods and history.  These include the 
following units: 
Mandatory: Developing skills and techniques for live performance 
(internally assessed), Performing arts in the community internally 
assessed), Investigating practitioners work (externally assessed), Group 
performance workshop (externally assessed). 
Optional: Your teacher will choose 2 optional units to suit the learners 
which may include the following:  

• Theatre Directing 

• Writing for Performance 

• Interpreting Classical Text 
for Performance 

• Acting Styles 

• Developing the Voice for 
Performance 
Improvisation 

• Movement in 
Performance 

• Singing Techniques for 
Performers 

• Physical Theatre 
Techniques 

• Musical Theatre 
Techniques 

• Variety Performance 

• Storytelling 

• Stand – up Comedy 
Technique 

 

How will students be assessed? The course is equivalent to 1.5 A levels. There are no written exams and 
the large majority of the work comes from coursework and performance 
pieces.  There are 2 externally assessed units which must be passed within 
a certain time frame and in order to pass the whole course. 

Course entry requirements You should have at least 5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above. It is advisable that 
you have studied GCSE Drama or have experience performing outside / 
inside school.  
 

This is a level 3 course, which demands a high level of literacy, thinking 
ability and organisational skills. 



Further progression The qualification is intended to carry UCAS points and is recognised by 

higher education institutions as contributing to meeting admission 

requirements to many relevant courses.  The qualification can also support 

progression to employment directly, or via an apprenticeship. Acting 

develops a broad range of employable skills, that are suggested to be 

lacking in young professionals. Many employers acknowledge that a 

student with this qualification will be strong at communication, leading, 

presenting and creativity.  

Examples of careers following acting: 

• Actor 

• Director  

• Theatre Career  

• Musical theatre  

• Film and Television  

• Writer  

• Education Worker 

• Media career  

• Journalist  

• Charity worker 

• Life Coach 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

BTEC National Extended Certificate in 

Performing Arts: Dance  
Why choose this course? 
 
 

This level 3 course in dance is specifically designed for students who would 
like continue dance post 18 or are considering a career in the performing 
arts.  
 
The course is made up of 4 units taught over 2 years, providing an 
excellent choice of units that cover a wide range of disciplines. 

Course content: 
Units of study 

Students will have the opportunity to plan, choreograph and perform in a 
variety of settings and learn about various strands of dance. 

The course is made up of 4 units taught over 2 years, providing an 
excellent choice of units that cover a wide range of disciplines.  
 
These include the following units: 
Mandatory: Developing Skills and Techniques for Live Performance 
(internally assessed), Investigating Practitioners work (externally 
assessed), Group Performance Workshop (externally assessed). 
Optional: Your teacher will choose 1 optional unit to suit the learners 
which may include the following; Contemporary Dance or Jazz Dance 

How will students be assessed? The course is equivalent to 1 A level. There are no written exams and the 
large majority of the work comes from coursework and performance 
pieces.  There are 2 externally assessed units which have to be passed 
within a certain time frame and in order to pass the whole course. 

Course entry requirements You should have at least 5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above. It is advisable that 
you have studied BTEC dance or have experience performing outside / 
inside school. 

This is a level 3 course, which demands a high level of literacy, thinking 
ability and organisational skills. 

Further progression Students who study BTEC level 3 Dance can progress to a degree in one of 

the many disciplines in dance.  

  

Students can also use what they learn on the BTEC course to gain an 

apprenticeship within a dance related business or apply transferrable skills 

in a creative arts field. 

Examples of careers following dance: 

• Dancer 

• Choreographer 

• Actor 

• Theatre career 

• Film and television 

 



 

 

 

 

A Level Physics 

Why choose this course? 
 
 

 Have you ever wondered why something works, what everything is made 
of or what lies beyond our planet? If so, then you are asking some of the 
most fundamental questions of physics.  
Physics is the branch of science concerned with the study of the nature and 
properties of matter and energy. It is how we understand everything 
around us. Physics is a highly valued qualification that will help you to build 
up your problem solving, research, and analytical skills. 

Course content: 
Units of study 

We follow the AQA A Level Physics course. This includes the following 9 key 
topics: 
1. Measurements and their errors 
2. Particles and radiation 
3. Waves 
4. Mechanics and materials 
5. Electricity 
6. Further mechanics and thermal physics 
7. Fields and their consequences 
8. Nuclear physics 
9. Astrophysics 

How will students be assessed? Students are assessed through three 2-hour exams: 
Paper 1 – 34% 
Paper 2 – 34% 
Paper 3 – 32% 
The exams are a mix of short and long answer questions and multiple-
choice questions.  

Course entry requirements You should have at least 5 GCSEs at Grade 5 or above, with Physics or both 
Combined Science grades at 6 or above.  

This is a level 3 course, which demands a high level of literacy, numeracy, 
thinking ability and organisational skills. 

Further progression The qualification combines with well with other science qualifications and 
mathematics and as a result offers a wide range of opportunities.  
 
A level Physics is accepted by all universities and colleges. It also meets the 
entry requirements for a range of higher level and degree apprenticeships. 
It also equips students with the problem-solving skills and higher-level 
thinking required for a variety of careers. 
 
Examples of physics-based careers: 

▪ Meteorologist 
▪ Engineer 
▪ Clinical Scientist 
▪ Data Analyst 
▪ Astronomer 
▪ Architect 
▪ Electrician 
▪ Researcher 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Why choose this course? 
 
 

Psychology is the science of mind and behaviour. Essentially, psychology is 
all about people. We are all amateur psychologists, every time we try and 
work out why someone acted the way they did or try to predict how 
someone might behave or react. Psychology tries to answer these 
questions by investigating them in a more scientific manner. 

 “Until you make the unconscious, conscious it will direct your life, and you 
will call it fate.” - Carl Jung. 

 

Course content: 
Units of study 

Psychology is a two year A level qualification. During the first year students 
will study: 

• Introductory topics in psychology: learning about conformity, 
social norms, how the mind remembers and forgets and how 
children form attachments. 

• Psychology in context: learning more about the different 
approaches in psychology and how to design and conduct your 
own research. 

In the second year of the A level students will deepen their understanding 
of human behaviour. 

• You will also study the different psychological approaches, as well 
as biopsychology and research methods. 

• Psychology students will debate the cause of human behaviour 
and key issues with psychological research in the issues and 
debates component of the course. 

Further options topics currently taught are relationships, schizophrenia 
and forensic psychology. 

How will students be assessed? The A level course is assessed at the end of the two-year course. 
Assessment consists of three two-hour examinations. There is no 
coursework element. 

 

Course entry requirements You should have at least 5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above (including maths and 
science), with English at a grade 6 or above. This is a level 3 course, which 
demands a high level of literacy, thinking ability and organisational skills. 

 

Further progression The qualification combines with other qualifications and as a result offers 
a wide range of future opportunities including progression to university.  
 

Examples of careers directly 
related to psychology: 

• Clinical psychologist 
• Counselling psychologist 
• Educational psychologist 
• Forensic psychologist 

Examples of other careers studying 
psychology could lead to: 

• Advice worker 
• Border Force officer 
• Careers adviser 
• Counsellor 

A Level Psychology   



• Further education teacher 
• Health psychologist 
• High intensity therapist 
• Occupational psychologist 
• Psychological wellbeing 

practitioner 
• Sport and exercise 

psychologist 

• Detective 
• Education consultant 
• Human resources officer 
• Life coach 
• Market researcher 
• Mediator 
• Policy officer 
• Psychotherapist 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Why choose this course? 
 
 

Sociology is the study of society. This means that we try to answer 
questions about the world around us. For example.  

• Why is the divorce rate going up?  

• Why do girls get better GCSE results than boys do?  

• Why do people commit crime?  

• Do films and TV make us violent?  

We also study how to research in sociology, through questionnaires, 
interviews and observations, for example. We will carry out the different 
research methods both inside and outside the classroom.  
 
Sociology is a challenging, thought provoking and stimulating subject, 
involving varying methods of learning, from debates and discussions to 
role-play and presentations.  
 
Sociology is the perfect partner to health and social care, psychology, 
history, English, geography, religious studies, amongst others! 

Course content: 
Units of study 

The topics you are likely to cover are:  

• Families and households  

• Education  

• Research methods  

• Crime and deviance  

• Theory and methods  

• Beliefs in society 

How will students be assessed? Your course will involve three 2 hour exams at the end of year 13. 

 

Course entry requirements You should have at least 5 GCSEs at grade 5 or above, with English at a 
grade 6 or above.  
 
This is a level 3 course, which demands a high level of literacy, thinking 
ability and organisational skills. 

 

Further progression Sociology is a good subject for those who wish to go onto Higher 
Education to study courses to do with "people" - things like town planning, 
social work, police, health care, law, teaching, journalism, local 
government and civil service. If you want to go into training in these areas, 
it is also a good place to start. The skills in A level sociology are useful for 
most courses at university, as the analysis and essay writing it involves are 
important across a range of degree subjects. 

 
 

A Level Sociology    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Level Spanish  
Why choose this course? 

 
“One language sets you in a corridor for life. Two languages open every 
door along the way.” Frank Smith 
 
Studying A Level Spanish will allow you to continue to develop and build 
on skills learned at GCSE and to achieve a sound basis for further study.  
You will gain an insight into Hispanic culture and society and have the 
opportunity to study Hispanic film and literature.  You will further develop 
a skill in a subject that is highly valued by universities and employers. 

 
Course content: 
Units of study 
 
  
 

  

Topics covered during the course include the cyber-society, diversity in 
society, criminality, music, cinema and politics. Grammar is also a key 
element, as is the study of major texts and films. 
Core content: 

• Social issues and trends 

• Political and artistic culture 

• Grammar 
Options - Literary texts and films (at least one book and one film must be 
studied) 

 
How will students be assessed? Paper 1: Listening, reading and writing 

Weighting 50% of the total mark 
Paper 2: Writing 
Weighting 20% of the total mark 
Paper 3: Speaking 
Weighting 30% of the total mark 
 

Course entry requirements 

 
You should have at least 5 GCSEs at Grade 6 or above, with Spanish at a 
grade 6 or above. This is a Level 3 course, which demands a high level of 
literacy, thinking ability and organisational skills. However, a strong 
interest in the subject is equally as important. 

 
Further progression 
 

 

Continuing to study at university – Spanish is highly valued by higher 
education institutions and contributes to meeting admission 
requirements to many relevant courses.   
Spanish can be studied as a single degree course or combined with 
virtually any other subject. Anyone choosing to study Spanish at degree 
level would normally be expected to spend up to a year living and working 
or studying in a Spanish-speaking country. 
Careers in almost any field but especially: tourism, government, politics, 
media, publishing, and journalism. Languages are always a valuable thing 
to have on your CV, as employers love them just as much as university 
admissions tutors do. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

BTEC National Foundation 

Diploma in Sport  
Why choose this course? 
 
 

This course is ideally for anyone wishing to pursue a career in the sport 
and active leisure industry. 
 
The course provides a balance of breadth and depth, while retaining a 
degree of choice for individual learners to study content relevant to their 

own interests and progression choices. The course is ideal for students 
with a keen interest in sport and gives you a good breath of knowledge 
allowing you to move either into work or progress onto university for 
further study. 

 

Course content: 
Units of study 

(Equivalent in size to 1.5 A Levels) 

7 units of which 4 are mandatory and 2 are external. 
 
Compulsory units 
Anatomy and Physiology (external) 
Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport and Well-being 
(external) 
Professional Development in the Sports Industry 
Sports Leadership 
 
Optional units 
Practical Sports Performance 
Sports Event Organisation 
Sports Psychology 

 

How will students be assessed? All assignments are marked by your teacher in relation to the set 
criteria that is appropriate to each unit learning outcome.  You will 
be awarded either a Pass, merit or Distinction for each assignment. 
The 2 external units are exam based and one is sat in year 12, the 
other in year 13. 
 

Course entry requirements To be accepted on this course you will need a good attendance and 
punctuality record, preferably 5 GCSEs grade 9-5.  It is not a requirement 
that you have studied sport before, but you should have a keen interest in 
sport and physical education. 

 

Further progression Learners may progress into a wide variety of health and fitness or sports 
based careers.  It is also a stepping stone to sports courses at higher 
education, including sports management and sports studies. 

 
 



 

 

Contact us 

There are a number of ways you can contact our school: 

 

By telephone, email or visit our website 

www.wolverley.worcs.sch.uk 

 

Reception 

01562 859800 

office@wolverley.worcs.sch.uk 

 

Wolverley CE Secondary School 

Blakeshall Lane 

Wolverley 

Kidderminster 

DY11 5XQ 
 

http://www.wolverley.worcs.sch.uk/
mailto:office@wolverley.worcs.sch.uk
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