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Henry VII 
Threats to HENRY VII rule  

-Yorkist opposition  

(Lovel,Stafford & Suffolk) 

 

-Pretenders (Simnel & Warbeck)  

 

-Rebellions (opposition to taxation in 

Cornwall and Yorkshire)  

 • How serious a threat was the Yorkist challenge to 

Henry’s rule?  

• Assess the reasons why HENRY VII was able to 

defeat the Yorkist challenge. (Pg28)  

• ‘The most important reason for HENRY VII 

defeating the Yorkist challenge were Yorkist 

weaknesses.’  How far do you agree?  

 

Nobility  

 

-Rewards and punishments  

 • To what extent was HENRY VII successful in 

dealing with his over mighty subjects? 

 

• How effective was Henry VII in reducing the 

power of the nobility?  

 

• To what extent did HENRY VII reduce the power 

of the nobility during his reign?  

 

• How effective were Henry’s policies in controlling 

the nobility?  

 

Government  

-The personnel  

-Councils 

-Local government  

-Parliament  

 • How effective was HENRY VII government? 

• How successfully did HENRY VII strengthen 

central and local government?  

• To what extent had government changed under 

HENRY VII between 1485 and 1509?  

• To what extent did Henry restore royal authority 

in the regions?  

Finance  

-Administration  

-Ordinary revenue  

-Extraordinary revenue  

 • How successfully did Henry VII restore royal 

finance? 

 

• How far do you agree that HENRY VII financial 

policies were the most important reason for the 

stability of his rule?    

 

Foreign policy  

-Englands position in Europe in 1485 

-HENRY VII aims 

-Relations with Burgundy, France, 

Scotland and Spain 

 • How successful was the foreign policy of Henry 

VII? (June2016)  

• Marriage agreements was HENRY VII most 

effective foreign policy method. How far do you 

agree with this view?  



-Treaties of medina del Campo, 

Redon, Etaples and Ayton 

-Marriage negotiations  

-Trade agreements (Magnus 

intercursus & Malus intercurcus)  

• HENRY VII was more successful in his relations 

with Scotland and France than Spain. How far do 

you agree? 

• Assess the claim that the most important 

achievement of HENRY VII was to defeat any 

threat to Tudor succession.  

• To what extent was Henry Vii foreign policy 

motivated by financial considerations?  

• Dynastic security was the most important aim of 

HENRY VII foreign policy. How far do you agree?  

• How important was the encouragement of trade in 

HENRY VII foreign policy?  

• How successful was HENRY VII commercial (trade) 

policies? 

• Assess the importance of trade agreements in 

HENRY VII foreign policy? 

• How far did English trade improve in the course of 

HENRY VII reign?  

• Henry VII’s main aim in foreign affairs was to avoid 

war’ how far do you agree? (June 2017) 

 

• Henry VIII and Wolsey (Henry VIII early 

years) to 1529  
HENRY VIII role in govt to 1529 

-HENRY VIII personality and its 

impact on govt 

-HENRY VIII aims as King  

 

 • How successful was HENRY VIII in achieving his 

aims as king in the period from 1509 to 1529? 

HENRY VIII Foreign policy   • How successful was English foreign policy in the 

period from 1509 to 1529? 

• How successful was HENRY VIII foreign policy in 

the period to 1529?  

• How accurate is it to say that Wolsey’s foreign 

policy between 1519 and 1529 was a complete 

failure? 

• How far was financial weaknesses the most 

important reason in bringing about failure in foreign 

policy in the period from 1509 to 1529? 

• How successful was the foreign policy of Henry 

VII?( June 2016) 

 

 

Wolsey   • Assess the reasons for Wolsey’s fall  



-Rise 

-How powerful was he?  

-Fall  

-Domestic policy  

• Assess the reasons for Wolsey’s rise 

• “Wolsey’s ability was the main reason for his rise to 

power by 1514” How far do you agree? (June 18) 

• How important was Wolsey’s lack of noble support 

in bringing about his fall from power?  

• Wolsey had more influence than HENRY VIII. How 

far do you agree?  

• The most important reason for Wolsey’s fall from 

power was his failure to obtain a divorce.’ How far 

do you agree? 

• Cardinal Wolsey was the architect of his own 

downfall. Assess the validity of this view.  

• To what extent can Wolsey be blamed for failing to 

resolve the Kings’ great matter? 

• How successful was Wolsey’s domestic policy? 

• Assess the reasons for Wolsey’s fall from power 

(June 2016) 

• ‘Wolsey’s domestic achievements were limited’ How 

far do you agree? (June 2017) 

•  

Religion   
• How far was the Church in England in need of 

reform in 1529? (June 09)  

• Assess the condition of the Church in England in 

1529.(June 11)  

• Henry VIII AFTER 1529 
Religion   • Assess the reasons why Henry reformed the 

church?  

• Assess how radical were the religious changes 

between 1529-1547? 

• Assess how protestant was England by the death of 

Henry VIII?  

• Assess how Protestant England was by the fall of 

Thomas Cromwell in 1540? 

• “The most important reason for the Dissolution of 

the Monasteries was the behaviour of the Monks”. 

How far do you agree with this statement? 

• Assess how serious was the opposition to religious 

change?  

• Assess the reasons for opposition to the religious 

changes during the reign of Henry VIII. (June 09) 

 

Foreign policy   • How successful was Henry’s foreign policy in the 

1540s?  



• Henry’s foreign policy in the 1540s was a failure. 

How far do you agree?  

• Assess the reasons why England was at war with 

France and Scotland in the 1540s. (June 18) 

Government  

-problems of the faction  

 • How effectively did Henry rule England in the 

1540s?  

• Assess the reasons for Cromwell’s fall from 

power. 

• Assess the reasons for Cromwell’s rise to power.  

 


