
Marxism: Structural Conflict Theory 

 

This is an introductory overview of Marxism with some helpful videos to explain the theory in different ways.  Some are 

more visual than others, some are more detailed.  I have emailed you the work booklet to go with this theory.  It contains 

the in depth breakdown of Marxism and some activities for you to test your knowledge.   

Marxism – the basics 

You can understand all sociologists and social theorists better by knowing a little about the time they lived in: 

       Mid- Late Nineteenth Century Britain 

• Unrest and protest – Chartism  

• Long hours, low pay 

• Periodic unemployment 

• No Welfare State 

• No universal right to vote 

         

Marx’s insight: 

It’s all about money!  Some have it…… They are called capitalists (or the bourgeoisie)   

                                       Others don’t….. They are called the workers (or the proletariat) 

Capitalists want - the maximum PROFIT – and the lowest costs  

Workers want - the highest wage for the least work    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LWQ9dgGsVew  

 

The Capitalists compete with each other.  The successful capitalist’s get richer and richer …and the failed capitalists fall down into the working class. 

The workers meanwhile are more and more exploited by the remaining capitalists – they get poorer and poorer. 

Marx said that eventually the workers will rise up in revolution against the capitalist class.  A new communist society will be created. 

 

What is making all this happen? 

Marx has a theory, it’s because societies are always made from two parts. 

 

1. The Base - The base is like the foundations of a building.  

Marxists say the economy (the means of production) is the base 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W0GFSUu5UzA  

 

Social Control in capitalist society is achieved through ideology  - ruling class ideology.  The ruling ideas in any time are always those of the ruling class.  

The working class may suffer from  false consciousness – not understanding their true class position. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BC6WYXhY0co  

 

 

Karl Marx 1818 - 1883 

Revolution in France - 1848 

Revolutions elsewhere in Europe 

Times of Turmoil 

Capitalists and workers are thrown together into relations of 

production - They don’t get on too well! 

 2. The superstructure 

The rest of the building which is built on 

the foundations.  The superstructure 

means all the other parts of society – 

culture, the state, education 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LWQ9dgGsVew
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W0GFSUu5UzA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BC6WYXhY0co

