
The Nature of God: Omnipotent, Loving and Just 

Christians believe that God has various qualities, some of God’s qualities are not possible for humans to achieve but others are. 

 

The problem of evil and suffering 

What is the problem of evil? Either God is not loving or omnipotent or omniscient or God does not exist. Evil and suffering do exist therefore does this mean 

that God does not?  For many people, the idea that God allows evil and suffering in the world is one of the reasons why they find it difficult to believe in 

God.  What’s the difference between moral(man-made) suffering and natural suffering?  

Some possible responses to suffering: 

• God has given us free will and people must make their own choices.  Some people’s choices may cause evil events and suffering 

• There is a force for evil in the world, sometimes characterised as the devil/Satan.  Traditionally the devil was believed to be a fallen angel, thrown 

out of heaven when he disobeyed God. 

• God shares in our suffering 

• Suffering is a test 

• Suffering is a result of sin 

• How we deal with suffering gives us an opportunity to become better people – it’s soul-shaping. 

 

In the Old Testament there is a ‘case study’ of a man called Job 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GswSg2ohqmA   Watch the video and explain the story of Job in your own words: 

 

What does the story of Job teach?  Complete the paragraph 

 

When Job heard God speak, he realised he had no right to __________ God.  He learns that God is the ___________ of all things.  His wisdom is far above 

anything that we can ever ___________.  As He is the Creator, God has no obligation to __________ any of His actions to man. 

The story of Job shows Christians that although God’s ways are beyond human understanding, they should still have faith in God and understands their own 

place in the world.   

 

Christians learn from the book of Job that ____________ people suffer in this life along with the wicked. Natural disasters such as floods and famines affect 

everybody.  Accidents can happen to anyone. Sickness comes to rich and poor, young and old, evil and good. Finally, _________ will come to everyone. 

These things are a part of the lives of all who live on this earth. They do not mean that a person is good or bad, but simply that they are __________. 

 

For many Christians, the point is not to question why God allows suffering, but rather to look at how they can respond positively to suffering, whether it be 

for their own or that of others.  Suffering becomes a trigger for action, for showing the love of Jesus to their fellow humans. 

Use the Bible quotes in blue and 

start a ‘quote bank’ of Bible 

teachings and what they mean. 

E.g. ‘Nothing is impossible with 

God’ – this shows that Christians 

believe God is omnipotent and 

has performed many miracles. 

 

In your opinion, which is the strongest response, and which is the 

weakest?  Explain your answer 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GswSg2ohqmA

