
Christian Beliefs & Teachings 
 

We will now begin the Christian beliefs & teachings topic.  The key areas of study for this will be the nature of God, creation, 

Jesus, salvation, and the afterlife.  But before we go any further it would be helpful to get a good understanding of some of 

the basics of Christianity, a solid foundation to build upon.   

An overview to Christianity 
 

The Bible is the Christian Sacred Text  

It is divided into two main parts – the Old and New Testaments  

1) Depending on the version, the Old Testament has at least 39 books, which includes the creation story and the 10 

commandments.  These 39 books are the Jewish scriptures and are also considered sacred by Jews. 

2) The New Testament is the specifically Christian part of the Bible. Its 27 books include the 4 Gospels (Matthew, Mark, 

Luke & John), which are accounts of Jesus’ life.  The Acts of the Apostles and the letters of St Paul describe the early years 

of Christianity.   

Christian Denominations 

Denominations mean different groups within one main group.  

That means there are many different types of Christian, but they all belong to 

the main group called Christianity. 

All Christians: 

a. Believe in one God 

b. Follow the teachings of Jesus 

c. Their holy book is called a Bible.   

Within a few years of Jesus’ death, Christianity had spread through most 

of the Roman empire and within three centuries it had become its 

official religion.  

As the Christian message extended to other parts of the world and adapt 

to different cultures, the church began to split up into the many different 

directions that we have today. Each denomination has its own way of 

interpreting the Bible and carrying out worship. 

Roman Catholics 

• This is the largest Christian 

Church in the world 

• The Pope at the Vatican in Rome is 

the head 

• Catholic priests are not allowed to 

get married. 

• Catholics seek forgiveness of sins 

(they go to confession) 

• Very traditional in their views 

Church of England (called Anglicans) 

• Quite modern in their view; allow 

women priests 

• Vicars in the Church of England can get 

married and have families 

• The Queen = head of the Church 

• Archbishop of Canterbury is the senior 

leader 

• The Church’s bishops play a law-making 

role in Britain 

Methodists 

• They study the Bible in a 

methodical approach (an orderly 

way) 

• They believe in ‘salvation’ (if you 

have done wrong, you can be saved) 

• Have been known to have lively & 

enthusiastic ways of praying 

Baptists 

• Only allow adults, not children 

• Place a lot of importance on the Bible 

• Free to worship as they want to 

• Have no chain of command but instead 

have leaders called ‘ministers’ 

  

There are many beliefs about the nature of God: 

 

Some examples of the differences between some of the more well-known denominations 

Task 1: 

1. What would people find if they looked 

in the Bible? 

2. Why are there so many different 

groups of Christians? 

3.  How might you recognise that two 

Christians belong to different 

denominations. 

Task 2: 

Create your own glossary for the ‘nature 

of God’ which includes images (a good 

memory tool) as well as definitions.  Try 

to give definitions in ‘your own words’.  

Use the internet to do a bit more 

research on the terms if it helps. 

 


