
WCESS Psychology Home Learning: Year 12 Week 9: Psychopathology 
 

Google classroom class code for year 12 psychology: i753jbm 
 

Psychopathology is the study of abnormal cognitions, behaviour and 
experiences. Before we look at any psychological disorders we need to 
think about how we can decide if a person's behaviour is unusual 
enough to justify diagnosing and treating them for a psychological 
disorder.  

 
There are 4 definitions of abnormality are: 

1. Statistical infrequency 
2. Deviation from social norms 
3. Failure to function adequately 
4. Deviation from ideal mental health 

 
You need to work through each independent learning activity and then 
the assignments. The assignments should be emailed to Mrs Cornford at 
the end of the week.  
 
Task 1: Definitions of Abnormality: Independent Learning 
 

Statistical 
Infrequency 

Make notes as you: 
1. Read through the statistical infrequency information and evaluation 

pp134-135 of the Year 1 textbook  
2. Watch the video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y-wCYYzt82s  
3. Read through the PowerPoint (emailed to you directly) up to slide 8 

Deviation from 
Social Norms 

Make notes as you: 
1. Read through the deviation from social norms information and 

evaluation pp134-135 of the Year 1 textbook  
2. Watch the video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-tteA8dGlkY  
3. Watch the 2nd video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jYzLFxUfYfY  
4. Read through the PowerPoint (emailed to you directly) up to slide 10 

Failure to 
Function 
Adequately 

Make notes as you: 
1. Read through the failure to function adequately information and 

evaluation pp136-137 of the Year 1 textbook  
2. Watch the video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0bSkLsQHe-s  
3. Read through the PowerPoint (emailed to you directly) up to slide 14 

Deviation from 
Ideal Mental 
Health 

Make notes as you: 
1. Read through the deviation from ideal mental health information and 

evaluation pp136-137 of the Year 1 textbook  
2. Watch the video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lGKjDu5hdLI  
3. Read through the PowerPoint (emailed to you directly) up to slide 18 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y-wCYYzt82s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-tteA8dGlkY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jYzLFxUfYfY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0bSkLsQHe-s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lGKjDu5hdLI


Task 2: Definitions of Abnormality: Assignments 
 

Activity 1 
Notes 

Complete your notes on the 4 definitions of abnormality using the online digital 
textbook, the provided PowerPoint and the linked YouTube videos.  

Activity 2 
Evaluation grids 

For each definition of abnormality you need to order the mixed up PEEL 
paragraphs.   
Support statements are organised into point, explanation, elaboration, and link 
columns, you should colour code the matching sentences from each evaluation 
point. 
Evaluation grids will be emailed to you directly. 

Activity 3 
Essay Question 

Complete the following 16 mark essay: 
Describe and evaluate two ways of defining abnormality. 
 
This essay is 6 marks AO1 and 10 marks AO3.  
 
If I was writing this essay I would write: 

  1-2 AO1 paragraphs about the first definition of abnormality 

 2-3 AO3 paragraphs about the first definition of abnormality (using 2 
different evaluation points) 

  1-2 AO1 paragraphs about the second definition of abnormality 

 2-3 AO3 paragraphs about the second definition of abnormality (using 2 
different evaluation points) 

 
Resources 
 

AQA Past Papers https://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-guidance/find-past-
papers-and-mark-schemes 

Digital textbook 
year 1 

www.illuminate.digital/aqapsych1 
User: SWOLVS 
Pass: STUDENT 

Digital textbook 
year 2 

www.illuminate.digital/aqapsych2 
User: SWOLVS2 
Pass: STUDENT2 

Tutor2U Work through the student videos, study notes and revision quizzes for research 
methods. 
https://www.tutor2u.net/psychology/collections/a-level-psychology-study-
notes-research-methods  

Seneca  Year 12 psychology class code: 
ydk68pa9ek 

Quizlet https://quizlet.com/classes/RoseCarver/ 
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