
 

Year 9 Product Design – week 10 

Starter -Read the information below  

Grant Douglas was sitting at home being fed cornflakes by his mum when the phone rang. His mum answered the 

phone and as her conversation went on and on Grant could see his cornflakes getting soggier and soggier. Grant 

could try feeding himself but he has a condition called Cerebral Palsey which means that he shakes all the time. 

Grant thought, ‘if only there was a way that I could feed myself...'. So he contacted Mark Penver at design 

company ‘4C’ and told him the problem. Mark set about designing a solution; a spoon that could be used by 

people with conditions that made them shake. 

Watch Grant and Mark talk about the how the S’up spoon has changed eating forever. 

https://designmuseum.org/digital-design-calendar/young-design-museum/lesson-plans/lesson-plan-can-you-

redesign-an-object-to-make-it-easier-to-use 

 
Task 1 – Consider the answers to the following questions 

The S’up spoon is not just a story about design helping people but it’s also one of a successful simple design. - Can 

you think of any tasks that you do that require careful steady hands? - How could you design a simple solution to 

these tasks? - Which of your everyday tasks would have caused you problems if you had shaky hands? 

Task 2 – Research  

Find something around the house like a game controller, mobile phone or a remote control (remember to ask 

permission from the owner first). Look at the object you’ve found and try using it. - Are there any buttons? - How 

is it meant to sit in your hands? - Try to imagine how difficult it would be if you couldn’t grip it or if you had shaky 

hands. - Do you think that Grant would be able to use your object easily?  

Task 3 – Design challenge 

Draw out your object on a piece of paper. How would you adapt your object so that it would be easier to use? 

Draw your alterations and additions to your object.  

This could be larger buttons that are easy to press or even a handle to hold on to. Annotate your design to show 

what materials you’ll make it from and any special features that it will have and what size it will be.  

  

Extension task 

 Use some cardboard and preferably some masking tape to add the parts of your design to your object. You may 

want to make a handle to go on your remote control to make it easier to hold. Masking tape will easily peel off 

and won’t damage your object. If you don’t have masking tape then you may want to make a cut-out shape of the 

object that you’re designing for. 

 

If you have any questions, please email your teacher and don’t forget to send your work once it is 

completed. 

https://designmuseum.org/digital-design-calendar/young-design-museum/lesson-plans/lesson-plan-can-you-redesign-an-object-to-make-it-easier-to-use
https://designmuseum.org/digital-design-calendar/young-design-museum/lesson-plans/lesson-plan-can-you-redesign-an-object-to-make-it-easier-to-use

