
Understanding more about world religions 

Religious festivals  

Background information 

Read through this newsround page and watch the videos included in it. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/23286976  

Task: Summarise Ramadan in 50 words 

Eid ul-Fitr 
 
This is the festival at the end Ramadan 

 
https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/eid-ul-fitr  

 
1) How do Muslims usually say “Happy Eid”? 
2) When does Eid ul-Fitr start? 
3) What is fasting? 
4) When do Muslims break their fast? 
5) Why does the girl say that Ramadan is “so beautiful”? 
6) What is the first event of Eid ul-Fitr? 
7) What sort of things do Muslims do on the day? 
8) What is an Eidi? (Or Eidiya?) 
9) What is the difference between “Zakat” and “Sadaqat”? 
10) Why do you think that Muslims remember the less fortunate at Eid ul-Fitr? 

 
Extract from a London newspaper:  
 
In London, Eid ul-Fitr is celebrated in a big way. Eid is the celebration at the end of the Islamic holy month of fasting, or sawm as we call it. 
You may know this as the month of Ramadan. As Muslims, we believe that Allah commanded us to fast during this time, as it says so in 
the Qur’an. 
 
On the morning of Eid we will often have a small, sweet breakfast, maybe just dates (we will really feast later, so don’t want to ruin the 
big event). We will them go out and give donations to the poor, usually at our Mosque. This is still so important as there are more 
homeless people about than in the past two years in my neighbourhood.  We call this the Zakat-ul-fitr. We then have Eid prayers 
together. 
 
It’s traditional to visit relatives over Eid, which is what I’m going to be doing – however, I’m also going to be stopping off to see an Islamic 
event in the afternoon which I’ve not seen before; 
 
Sometimes in London there are large outdoor concerts where singers, rappers, musicians and dances will entertain a crowd of thousands. 
Although traditional religious songs are often sung, this isn’t always the case as new Islamic artists are often given their first big 
performance at the ‘Eid OnThe Square’ celebrations at Trafalgar Square. 
 
Eid is a special time for children too, and in London fairground rides add to the days festivities. Food also plays a large part in Eid ul-Fitr, 
and with literally hundreds of different pastries and sweets available, it is little surprise that the popularity in London of the festival is 
growing with Muslims and non-Muslims alike. No one’s too bothered about calories on days like these – we traditionally walk to Eid 
prayers on foot and our Mosque is two miles away! 
 
In 2018 there are many less traditional ways of celebrating Eid gaining popularity. This year, hundreds of Muslim youngsters from across 
east London competed in the Leyton Orient Eid Cup in celebration of one of the most special festivals of the Islamic year. As Eid is a time 
when it is encouraged to show Happiness and praise to Allah, doing the fun things we love is a great way of celebrating the holiday. 
 

 

 

Challenge: 

Feeling empathy (understanding how someone else is feeling) for the less fortunate, is an important part of 
Ramadan. Eid ul-Fitr is therefore a popular time for Muslims to give to charity, because they have just had a 
month of knowing what it feels like to be hungry. They believe that Allah has given them the duty of Zakat to 
help the poor and to teach people to be less materialistic. 
 
What is Islamic relief?  What does it do? 

 

Read the newspaper extract above: 

How would you describe Eid ul-Fitr to a 

friend? 

How might a festival like this benefit 

London? 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/23286976
https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/eid-ul-fitr

