
Biology Week 2019 ran from 5th-13th October - it saw events take place all over the 
world that celebrated biology.  At WCESS we were joining in this appreciation of the 
subject by encouraging students to become biologists and to see the importance in linking 
biology to everyday life. During lunchtime, on Monday 7th October, the Psychology department 
ran a Biopsychology session on the structure of a neurone, using sweets to construct the parts and 
label them and discuss the role of sugar on the brain and body! A range of students attended the drop in session, 
including the STEM club studentsincluding the STEM club students. 

Tuesday - the PE department and their 6th form students ran a session on fitness where students dropped in to 
discuss the role of muscles as well as complete fitness tests. 
The Buzz Biology session ran on Wednesday lunchtime in the science department, students discussed climate change 
and Greta, using an artificial uterus and growing meat in space; students enjoyed the engaging discussion and the 
moral and ethical discussion of these topics. 

Thursday - the science department planned a nature walk, although sadly poor weather meant this will be rearranged 
ffor next half term (and as requested by students, at regular intervals across the school year). Friday saw the Big 
Biology Bash. It was delightful to see such an array of students in the science department at lunchtime, being involved 
in dissections, including inflating lungs, using microscopes and seeing osmosis and discussing biological content. 
One student said, "Dissection was engaging, even though it was a bit smelly, it really opened our eyes to the parts of 
the body" 

"Using the microscopes were really informative and gave us more time than we often get in lessons" Kelli McInnes
"Making neu"Making neurones from sweets helped us to better understand cells through sweets which we really enjoyed and was 
very memorable" Ellena Read

"The Buzz biology made us contemplate more the effects of scientific research on how we live" Matt Palmer. 
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We held our annual Year 11 Prom in 
July here on our school site. A fab 
evening was had by all and the marquee 
looked great in the sunshine!



www.wolverley.worcs.sch.uk

Year 12 had a little break from their studies and spent the morning in 
the Wolverley Animal Centre helping with daily feeding and cleaning 
jobs.
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A selection of Y12 students attended a first aid course  at King Charles High School, funded by the sports partnership, 
on Friday 27th September.Students enjoyed the day and received an accredited certificate in recognition of the skills 
they have learnt. Well done to all involved!



www.wolverley.worcs.sch.uk

October 2019 - Issue 1

WOLVERLEY NEWSUNLIMITED

Excellent news this term as 100% of our BTEC Animal Care students passed their exam! 
They all worked super hard this year on the animal health unit and sailed through the exam 
paper! Students are now moving onto Animal Accommodation and Animal Behaviour units 
where their practical skills will be assessed. 
 
               Students were able to visit the centre during lunch for World 
                              Mental Health Day and enjoyed time handling our fluffier animals 
               aswell as spend time with our larger animals. Many students have 
               bonded with Roo the goat, who was displaying his yellow 
               bandana with pride to support the day. It has been widely proven 
               that spending time with animals can help alleviate stress, anxiety, depression and feelings 
               of loneliness and social isolation. Many students decide to spend their break times at the 
               animal centre and we hope that the animals continue to provide a therapeutic resource 
                              within the school environment. 
 
               The animal centres annual Halloween Event takes place on October 26th and preparations 
               have been underway this term with the help of our excellent volunteers and students. The 
               evening will feature a zombie trail full of actors from the schools Drama Club who are 
               aiming to spook and scare visitors over the course of the event! 



On Wednesday 9th October year 10 and 11 drama students had an amazing opportunity to meet the cast of the 
smash hit musical Blood Brothers. Students spent the day at the Birmingham Hippodrome, taking part in vocal 
and movement workshops with professional performers.  Following these workshops, students were given a 
personal back stage tour, exploring all set, props and costumes for the show. Following this, technical members 
of the Hippodrome demonstrated how the scenery and lighting technology worked during performance and 
highlighted key functions of a modern and traditional theatre. However, It did not end there - as one of the 
longest standing staff members of the Hippodlongest standing staff members of the Hippodrome gave a private talk discussing the theatre history and untold 
stories of times gone by.  To top off the day , students met all the cast, sitting in the front row in a personal Q and 
A session just an hour before the show. Asking forward and intriguing questions on theatre and performance that 
picked the minds of the West End stars. Finally, of course, not forgetting the main event - to watch the matinee of 
the show which ended in a standing ovation and a slight boastful feeling of “ I met him” , “ I stood on that stage” 
and my favourite “ I touched that costume” . We have more to come following this trip, with our link with the 
HippodHippodrome and the  Hippodrome Education Network so watch this space. 
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We have kicked off this term with our first block 
of skiing lessons. We will be running open sessions 
each half term with our ski instructor Emma. We 
are offering a discount to all our students if they 
wanted to book on.   

Monday 4th November - Health Week
Monday 4th November - Sixth form exam week
Friday 8th November - Health Day for Year 7
Friday 8th November - Remembrance Service
Monday 18th November - Berlin trip
25th November - Year 8 Parents Evening
27th N27th November - Year 7 trip to Bruges
12th December - KS5 Parents Evening with Y11 invites
17th December  Carol Service
19th December - Students finish at midday 

Throughout Numeracy Focus Week students were challenged to improve their understanding of negative numbers. 
Students completed a range of tasks throughout the week which helped them to develop and practise calculations 
involving negative numbers.

Every lesson they attended started with a negative numbers quiz and during lunch time 
students played a negative numbers BINGO game or took on the negative numbers 
challenge wall in the hub to win prizes.

TTutor groups competed to be the best at negative 
number calculations in each college.

Parents/carers who would like to support their 
son/daughter with numeracy focus week can direct 
pupils towards the following Hegarty Maths tasks: 
39, 40, 41, 42, 43.
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On Friday 13th September, our new Year 7 students attended our annual Year 7 camp. I think the students and staff 
would agree that this was the best camp to date, lots of fun was had by all. The fun packed evening kicked off with a 
barbeque followed by pitching their tents. The evening activities then commenced with rounders, tubing, trampolining 
and ultimate frisbee which the students all enjoyed and was a great opportunity to bond with the other students in 
their colleges. The camp fire was lit and they all sat around and played games. Well done to Year 7 on a great camp and 
fantastic first couple of weeks, keep it up!
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A MASSIVE thank you to everyone who took part in the
European Day of Languages’ Bake Off.. We raised an 
amazing £146 for Roo the goat’s new home in the 
animal centre.
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On Friday 27th September, 80 Year 11 students visited Drayton Manor Theme Park and Zoo for a workshop on the 
‘physics and mechanics of a roller coaster’. The specialist education team at Drayton Manor provided an excellent 
session explaining energy and forces including the kinetic & potential energy on rollercoasters and rides, safety features 
and lift mechanisms, controlling of rides, friction brakes and fail-safe pneumatic RAM vs eddy-current magnetic brakes.

Students then spent the remainder of the afternoon applying their learning: The torrential downpours didn’t stop 
Wolverley students from enthusiastically riding roller coasters and visiting the zoo! The swinging pirate ship and 
ApocaApocalypse were superb discussion points for changes in gravitational energy and kinetic energy. Shockwave and 
Accelerator allowed students to identify the hydraulic and magnetic braking and reduction in frictional heat energy.

Not only was this an excellent opportunity for learning about forces (the current Year 11 physics topics) it also 
allowed revision of previous topics on energy and electricity, as well as providing an opportunity for some well 
needed relaxation time for students as mock exams approach. The science department were very pleased at the 
enthusiasm shown by the students and their maturity during the workshop, they were keen to ask questions and 
wwere very respectful. We were very proud of their attitude through the day and hope it continues to enthuse them 
to revise and link science to the things that they enjoy. Energy changes will be one of the topics on the up and coming 
mock exams – we hope this trip allowed them to build understanding as well as confidence.
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