
Year 10 Music Week 8: Film Music dynamics and texture 

This work relates to Area of Study 3: Film Music. Two of the eight questions on the exam paper will be on film 

music. Please email me your work: Rachel.harrison@wolverley.worcs.sch.uk. 

Thank you to those of you who have sent your work so far – it has been excellent! Generally, we need to write 

our answers in more detail so we are really describing what we can hear. MADTSHIRT (our favourite!) will help 

with that. We are going to start by looking at dynamics and texture. These words are also all on the support 

document uploaded on 23rd March. 

Dynamics refer to how loud of soft the music is played. Below are some ways we can describe dynamics. We 

have come across most of them before.  

Word Definition 
 

Example sentence 

Forte Loud The drums are forte 

Mezzo forte Quite loud The drums are mezzo forte 

Mezzo piano Quite quiet The drums are mezzo piano 

Piano 
(pronounced pee-arr-no so we can tell 
the difference from the instrument!) 

Quiet The drums are piano 

Crescendo Getting louder There is a crescendo by the drums 

Diminuendo Getting quieter There is a diminuendo by the drums 

 

Texture is what we call the different layers of a musical piece and how they fit together.  

Word Definition 
 

Example sentence 

Monophonic A single voice or instrument The texture is monophonic 

Homophonic A texture based on chords – one 
melody with accompaniment  

The texture is homophonic 
 

Polyphonic 
 

Lots of different melodies that 
interweave each other 

The texture is polyphonic 

Thin texture Not many musical layers (e.g. a 
solo instrument or acoustic guitar 

and singer) 

The texture is thin 
 

Thick texture Lots of musical layers (e.g. an 
orchestra or samba band) 

The texture is thick 

 

Task one 

You need to listen to these pieces of film music and describe the dynamics and texture. You can also write about 

any instruments you can hear. 

1. The Ipcress File theme https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i2Jw6_Xgszk 

2. The Dark Knight Rises theme https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iGx5a1ifSDs 

3. Lord of the Rings theme https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1iYEwFDLVnM 

4. Hedwig’s theme from Harry Potter https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wtHra9tFISY 

Here is an example: 

The piece starts at piano and quickly crescendos to forte. The texture at the start of the piece is monophonic, with 

only a flute playing. More instruments are added and this makes a thicker texture. 

Task two:  If you have access to your instrument at home, keep practising towards your solo and / or ensemble 

performances. Record some performances and send them to me to keep me updated on your progress!  

mailto:Rachel.harrison@wolverley.worcs.sch.uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i2Jw6_Xgszk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iGx5a1ifSDs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1iYEwFDLVnM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wtHra9tFISY

