
Year 10 Music Week 7: Film Music melody and articulation 

This work relates to Area of Study 3: Film Music. Two of the eight questions on the exam paper will be on film 

music. Please email me your work: Rachel.harrison@wolverley.worcs.sch.uk. 

Thank you to those of you who have sent your work so far – it has been excellent! Generally, we need to write 

our answers in more detail so we are really describing what we can hear. MADTSHIRT (our favourite!) will help 

with that. We are going to start by looking at melody and articulation. These words are also all on the support 

document uploaded on 23rd March. 

Melody is the correct musical term for a tune. Below are some ways we can describe a melody. We have come 

across most of them before. 

Word Definition 
 

Example sentence 

Pitch How high or low a note is The melody is high pitched. 
 

Range The difference between the lowest 
and highest notes 

The melody has a large range – it has some high 
notes and some low notes. 

Hook /riff A memorable, repeated, catchy 
phrase 

There is a riff at the beginning of Since You’ve 
Been Gone which is also used in the chorus. 

Steps Movement between notes that are 
next to each other e.g. C to D 

The melody moves in steps. 

Leaps Movement between notes that are 
not close together e.g. C to G 

The melody moves in leaps. 

Repetition 
 

Repeating The melody uses lots of repetition. 

Sequence Repeating but starting on a 
different note 

The melody is a sequence. 

 

Articulation is how notes are played or sang. We are only going to look at two different ways at the moment: 

Word Definition 
 

Example sentence 

Staccato Performed short, detached and 
spiky 

The melody is staccato 

Legato Performed smoothly The melody is legato 
 

 

Task one 

You need to listen to these pieces of film music and describe the melody and articulation. You must use the 

words above. You can also mention any instruments you can hear. 

1. ET main theme https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O15x-B8PgeE 

2. Pirates of the Caribbean theme https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=27mB8verLK8 

3. The Good, the Bad and the Ugly https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AFa1-kciCb4 

4. Titanic theme https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VgfvxUArmMw 

Here is an example: 

The melody is high pitched and has a small range. It mainly moves in steps. There is lots of repetition. The melody 

is staccato and is played by the violins. 

Task two:  If you have access to your instrument at home, keep practising towards your solo and / or ensemble 

performances. Record some performances and send them to me to keep me updated on your progress!  
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