
Key Stage 3  Music Curriculum Overview  Year 7 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Keyboard Skills  
 

The scheme will focus on the development of 
instrument specific techniques and staff notation skills. 
This will include basic music theory such as note 
lengths, treble and bass clefs, and note positions for 
C,D,E,F,G. The scheme will develop basic keyboard skills 
and hand position. Basic functions such as Intro/Ending, 
Voice and Style will be used, extensions to which may 
include the introduction of single-finger chords. 
 
Students will learn to appraise their own and others’ 
work, using the school’s WWW and EBI system. 
 
 
 
 

Gamelan 
 

This topic focuses on Gamelan music from Indonesia. 
Students will complete whole class performances 
before separating into groups of around 5 or 6 to 
compose their own Gamelan inspired piece of music 
using the pentatonic scale. Students will develop their 
ability to build sound in layers. Students will learn 
where and how Gamelan music is used in Indonesian 
culture. 

Programme Music 
 
The scheme provides opportunities for students to 
develop composition techniques as a medium for 
musical expression. They will explore the expressive 
qualities of the musical elements using programme 
music through composition and final performance.  
Students will continue to develop listening and 
appraising skills in relation to their own and others 
work and in relation to the recorded music used as a 
stimulus for the topic. Work will be collaborative with 
others in creating, developing and extending musical 
ideas. It will develop students’ understanding of the 
process of performing and composing music. 
 

Singing 
 
This topic focuses on continuing work on singing 
started in primary school. Students look at how the 
voice works. They will also learn how to recognise 
soprano, alto, tenor and bass. 
 
They will also focus on song structure including verse, 
chorus, intro, outro, bridges/middle eight. 
 
They will complete class performances, and will have 
the opportunity to perform in the Christmas carol 
service in a special year 7 performance. 

Instruments of the orchestra 
 

Students will look at the instruments of the orchestra. 
They will be introduced to all of the families, focusing 
on one section each week, as well as the conductor and 
the development of the orchestra. Students will have 
the opportunity to listen to music with these 
instruments in, and will be shown these instruments 
and given the opportunity to hold them or even play 
them. Demonstrations from people who can play them 
will aid this. 
 
As a practical element, students will learn to play 
Pachebel’s canon on keyboard to understand the use of 
ostinati. 
 

Rap 
 
Students will have the opportunity to listen to early rap 
and understand the origins of the music, before 
listening to some more modern examples. Students will 
create lyrics based on problems such as poverty, war, 
or bullying. Keyboards will be used to create backing 
tracks to perform to. 
 
Pupils will focus on the use of verse and chorus 
structures when composing their lyrics and structuring 
their backing tracks.  
 
The project may be extended to include beat-boxing. 

Arrows indicate where schemes may be re-arranged in order to facilitate the appropriate rooming of classes. 



 

Key Stage 3  Music Curriculum Overview  Year 8 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Blues  
Student learning will be focused on the chords and the 
structure of the 12 bar blues. Students will perform a 
12 bar blues chord sequence as a minimum, with a 
walking bass, melody and improvisation being added to 
challenge students as necessary. They will therefore 
develop their instrumental and pair work skills. Pupils 
will also focus on the historical and social context of 
Blues music. 
 
As a further challenge, there is the opportunity to add 
in guitar. 

Vocal project 
This scheme will provide opportunities for students to 
develop vocal techniques learned in year 7. Students 
will recap how to warm up their voice and take part in 
whole class performances before separating into 
smaller groups and choosing a song of their own choice 
to develop and perform. The aim is to build confidence, 
use the musical elements such as texture and dynamics 
to create a good performance, and foster a more 
independent working environment.  
 
Students will increase knowledge of what makes a 
good performance, and will appraise their own and 
others’ performances, both in the classroom and in the 
music industry.  

Live Lounge 
This scheme follows the Musical Futures approach of 
informal learning. Students choose groups that they 
would like to work with, choose an instrument and a 
song they would like to learn. They then create a ‘Live 
Lounge’ style cover of the song, taking responsibility for 
finding any resources they will need. 

Film Music (ICT) 
 

This topic will focus on exploring timbres and tonalities 
to create music for a horror film extract, taken from 
The Birds by Alfred Hitchcock, using ICT (Cubase 
software). Students will be introduced to a ‘composer’s 
toolkit’ to encourage them to use and change the 
musical elements to create different effects. Students 
will also use drones, chromatic notes and clashing 
harmony. 
 
Students will also be introduced to the history of film 
music. 

Indian Music 
 
This topic introduces students to music from India, 
both traditional and modern fusion. Students look at 
the instruments used in traditional Indian music and 
bhangra and compare the two.  
In the first few lessons, students will learn to play a 
traditional raga scale before adding a drone and 
improvisation. They will then move onto composing a 
piece of bhangra music using the chaal and a beat on 
the keyboard, working up to adding chords and an 
improvised melody. 

Fanfare 
 

In this scheme, students listen to a wide range of 
fanfares whilst learning the key features. They will 
compose a variety of fanfares based on arpeggios and 
apply them to different scenarios, such as a fanfare for 
a royal wedding. They will also learn to accurately 
notate their compositions. 
 

Arrows indicate where schemes may be re-arranged in order to facilitate the appropriate rooming of classes. 

 

 



 

 

Key Stage 3  Music Curriculum Overview  Year 9  

Autumn Spring Summer 

Dance eJay (ICT)  
 
Students will compose using dance ejay. They will look 

at the use of structure – mix in, build-up, break-down 

and mix-out. They will also use phrases and texture and 

timbre changes. Students will look at the history of 

dance music and the different styles. 

 

 

Pop Music 
 

This unit develops pupils’ understanding of the process 
of performing music in groups, pairs or as individuals 
using staff notation – melody and chords. It provides an 
opportunity for pupils to explore the history of pop 
music and how it has developed, making comparisons 
between music from the 1950s to the present day. 
They will study the instruments, styles, groups, singers 
and the development of technology. 
 

Reggae  
 

Students will learn to play ‘Three Little Birds’ using the 
key features of this style such as riffs and the off-beat. 
Students will also explore the instrumentation used in 
Reggae music. This topic will re-visit verse and chorus 
structures. Students will explore the history of Reggae, 
along with social and political issues discussed in the 
music. 

 

Song writing 
 

In this scheme, students will compose a pop song 
incorporating chords, melody and bass line. Students 
will use their knowledge of pop songs from their 
previous work in Y8 vocal project. They will deepen 
their understanding of chords and melody writing and 
explore writing songs using phrases, cadences, 
melodies and bass lines. The scheme will provide a 
foundation for students continuing their studies into 
KS4. The basic song writing skills will also enable all 
students to develop their song writing skills outside of 
the classroom in the future. 

Composition and music theory 
 

This scheme, develops pupils’ understanding of 
compositions based on a chord pattern. They begin by 

choosing chords from a selection. They create a rhythm 
for their melody and then pick notes from the chords to 

add to the rhythms. Passing notes are then added 
afterwards. 

 
Students are required to notate their compositions in 

staff notation – this is built up in steps. 

Musicals 
 

This scheme develops students' understanding of the 

Musical Theatre genre. This includes knowledge about 

Musical Theatre (history and development), knowledge 

of Musical Theatre through listening to and appraising a 

variety of Musical Theatre songs and through the 

performance of an extract from a Musical. The scheme 

looks specifically at the different types of Musical and 

the context of each Musical Theatre song studied. It 

also looks at the influence of Musicals on pop music 

and vice versa. The performances can be completed on 

an instrument of their choice in order to play to their 

strengths. 

 

Arrows indicate where schemes may be re-arranged in order to facilitate the appropriate rooming of classes. 


