
How to answer unit 1 source 
style questions at A-level



What do OCR want in source style questions?

The questions require learners to analyse and evaluate the sources, linking to 
the actual question set and not in isolation.

Answers would analyse and evaluate the three sources as evidence as to 
how far “focus statement”.

In other words, to reach the higher levels, the analysis and evaluation must 
link to the actual question set. 

The judgement is about the sources and is not a judgement based on own 
knowledge. 



Importance of the evaluation of sources

Answers should consider the provenance of the source; this might involve some or all of the following: 

• Who wrote the source? 

• When was the source written? 

• Was the writer in a position to know? 

• What is the tone or language of the source? 

• What is the purpose of the source? 

• What is the nature of the source? 

Answers should ALSO consider the content of the source: 

• What is the view of the source about the issue in the question? 

• How typical is the view of the source? 

• What own knowledge do I have that supports the view in the source? 

• What own knowledge do I have that challenges the view in the source? 

In light of responses to these questions learners should be able to make a judgement about the source as to 
its utility. 



Importance of the evaluation of sources

• It is important that candidates have a clear grasp of what the actual 
source is saying – what is its view about the issue in the question?

• In answering the question there is no need for candidates to group 
the sources, they can work through them sequentially and still reach 
the top level. 

• It may help them in constructing their argument if they are grouped 
but it is not a requirement. 

• This is a source based section and therefore responses should be 
driven by the sources and that the question asks how far they 
support the view. 



To score highly in source essays you must… (use 
of O/K)
Consider provenance and use own knowledge. It is using, not simply 
deploying own knowledge that is crucial. That means linking the 
knowledge to the source to show how the view offered in the source 
is either valid or invalid. 

• what is the purpose of bringing in own knowledge – it is to judge 
whether the view offered by the source is valid or invalid. 

• Does what I know about the point made in source support or 
challenge the source? 

• It is therefore vital that the own knowledge is clearly linked to the 
source so that this is clear. Own knowledge, even if it is about the 
topic or issue and is not linked to a source will not score well. 



To score highly in source essays you must… 
(source evaluation)
Some evaluation will reach Level 3, but if the evaluation is based on what 
might be termed ‘stock’ comments, such as “it is a primary source and is 
therefore likely to be reliable or the person who wrote it was there and 
would therefore know” and goes no further it will reach only Level 2. 

However, once the candidate applies some OK and considers the provenance 
in relation to the issue in the question they will reach Level 4. 

To go higher will depend on the quality of the evaluation. In order to reach 
the very top level responses will evaluate all four sources and reach a 
supported judgement as to whether, in light of the evaluation, the sources 
support the view offered in the question.

It is important that the judgement is about the sources and is not a 
judgement based on own knowledge. 


