
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10th July 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

In last week’s letter I outlined our plans for a full re-opening in September.  Since then we have been busy planning 
to ensure school is as safe and effective as possible.  I am now able to share some further information with you.  I 
would be very grateful if you go through the detail of this letter with your son or daughter so that they are aware of 
what will be expected of them on their return. 
 
School will re-open with an induction day for Year 7 only on Wednesday 2nd September.  All other years will return 
on Thursday 3rd September.  We have now finalised the division of the school into ‘villages’, one for each year group, 
and are busy ensuring that each village has all the resources it needs to allow students to remain within it 
throughout the day. 
 
Times of the day 
 
The school day will start at 8.40am, as previously.  Students will not be allowed on school site until after 8.15am and 
must arrive before 8.35am.  When they arrive, they must go straight to their village.  The villages are as follows: 
 
Year 7 – Attwood 
Year 8 – Right hand side of The Mall 
Year 9 – Left hand side of The Mall and English classrooms 
Year 10 – Upstairs Sebright 
Year 11 – Downstairs Sebright 
Sixth Form – Woodfield 
 
Staff will be on hand to meet and greet students for the first few days until a routine is established.   
The day will end at 3.10pm, as previously.  Students will be dismissed on a staggered basis so may be a couple of 
minutes either side of this.  They will be encouraged and advised to stay in their year groups as they walk through 
the village. 
 
Getting to and from school 
 
Students should be mindful of social distancing on the way to and from school and where possible they should travel 
with members of the same year group.  In line with government advice, we are encouraging walking and cycling to 
school.  If cycling, students should wear a helmet and cycle responsibly.  Bikes must be pushed through the school 
site and left in the secure compound.  If students travel by car, we strongly discourage driving through the traffic 
lights up to the school.  Please drop your son or daughter at a convenient point outside of the old part of the village 
so that they can complete the final part of the journey on foot.  We are awaiting clarification from Worcestershire on 
the bus provision.  In my opinion, it is unlikely that there will be sufficient changes to allow single year groups to use 
the buses.  My suggestion would be to avoid planning to use the bus if that is possible.  If the bus is the only option, 
then please await further guidance about what measures are put in place to minimise risk.  
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
  

Equipment 
 
Students will be issued with their timetable on their first day, which will enable them to plan what they will need for 
any given day.  I am very proud that we are maintaining a full curriculum to include PE.  This will be outside wherever 
possible and so it is vital that the correct kit is worn.   Additional changing rooms and deep cleaning will facilitate 
this. 
 
We expect students to come equipped for learning in school and this has not changed.  However, it is now essential 
that students have all the basics with them as we will not be able to lend out equipment to them.  Please be advised 
of the following requirements: 
 
Essential 

• Pencil case with basics - pens, pencils, sharpener, ruler, rubber and coloured pencils/highlighters if possible. 

• Reading book. 

• Scientific calculator. 

• Drinks bottle with sufficient water for the day (additional drinks can be purchased, but no water coolers will 
be available as they pose a transmission risk). 

 

Desirable 

• Maths set (compass and protractor). 

• Pocket-sized hand sanitiser gel. 

• Pocket tissues. 
 

Lunch and break provision 

Each village will have a catering facility that will provide hot and cold food at break and lunchtime as before.  We are 
working on the detail and logistics of this, but I think it is best to assume that the offer may be slightly limited in 
choice.  We are planning to install cashless tills in each area, so please continue to use the cashless system.  You may 
prefer to send your son or daughter with a packed lunch, but rest assured we will ensure the catering is as high 
quality as possible. 

Behaviour, uniform and attendance 

I am very proud of the way our students behave.  In September we may see some students struggle with returning 
to the routine and expectations of school life after such a prolonged time away from social normality.  We will 
prioritise support for students and provide help and guidance for them if this is the case.  As always, our 
expectations will remain high and our required standards of uniform, behaviour, attendance and punctuality will not 
be compromised.  Our inclusive, supportive and reward-focussed ethos will still be central to our daily practice, but I 
must make very clear that any chosen behaviour that puts others at risk or compromises our approach to minimising 
the spread of COVID-19, will not be tolerated.  I will set out very clear and very simple rules with the students in a 
series of assemblies on the first day.  We will expect that these will be followed. 

Parent meetings 

It was fantastic to see so many of you and so many students at our meetings last week.  I really appreciate all the 
positive feedback about the way we are managing things.  Tutors were delighted to see the students again and are 
all determined to ensure that we start to catch up in September. 

  



 
 
 

 
 
  

Vertical Tutoring 

Following such a long time away from school, the role and significance of outstanding tutoring is more important 
than ever.  In support of the social distancing guidelines, but balanced against our desire to give our students the 
best possible support, tutoring will not be able to happen as it has done previously.  To ensure the College system 
can run effectively and to give the pastoral team the opportunity to support their students, we are temporarily 
suspending the vertical tutoring system.  Each College will have 2 year 7 tutor groups, 2 year 8 tutor groups, 1 year 9 
tutor group and 1 year 10 tutor group.  In addition, to ensure manageable group sizes, we have created a group in 
both year 9 and 10 which will be mixed colleges.  We had already planned for year 11 to be in horizontal tutor 
groups, this will go ahead.  Tutor groups will take place in the year group village and the timings will remain at 
2:50pm to 3:10pm.  We will return to the vertical tutor group system as soon as the guidance will allow. 

Further detail 
 
We are working closely with Public Health officials to ensure our plan for re-opening is fully compliant with 
government guidelines and will act on any advice or any changes required.  As we are all aware, the situation and 
related guidance can change rapidly.  Please be assured that we will react appropriately with the safety of staff and 
students as our very highest priority. 
 
We are busy installing banks of hand sanitiser stations, additional toilets, maps, signs and safety notices.  Classrooms 
are being adapted to maximise social distancing between students/staff and students. 
 
I will send my final letter of the year to you next week.  This will contain any further information you will need before 
September.  Many of the details about how school will operate safely, such as where and when handwashing and 
sanitising will take place and the nuances of the daily routine and timetable will be discussed with the students in 
the first few days.  We know it will take a little getting used to for everyone, but I am confident that we will soon 
establish a routine which feels relatively normal. 
 
Thanks for your continued support, stay safe and well. 

Yours sincerely  

 

Bryn Thomas 
Headteacher  

 

 
 


