
English - Year 9 – Week 7 – ‘An Inspector Calls’ by J. B. Priestley 

 

Read the beginning of the play’s dialogue using the 2nd link below. Read the first six pages of the play. This takes you up to 4.32 minutes of 

film. You can also watch the play being performed below by opening this link.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yuHvGPpq8TM 

 

https://www.brookfield.hants.sch.uk/subpage-content/content-

pdfs/exams11/English/Modern%20Text/An%20Inspector%20Calls_text.pdf 

 

Choose a task according to your level, or complete as many as you like; 

Levels 2-3,  

ALL: Find quotes pages one to six of the play that shows that this is a happy time for the characters.  

CHALLENGE: Explain why each quote shows it is a happy time. This shows it is a happy time because…. 

Identify the sentence type in each chosen quote. The sentence type is…  

EXPERT: SWAG-Identify a powerful word in each quotation, name the word class and explain the effect on the reader. The 

noun/adjective/verb/pronoun, …, etc., was chosen by the playwright as it powerfully enforces the idea of ….to the audience. 

 

Model: 

Point- Priestley uses language to present a happy time for the character of Mr Arthur Birling with:  

Quote: ‘Special occasion, y'know, eh?’ 

Explain: This presents happiness for Birling as the family are celebrating the engagement of his daughter Sheila with an exceptionally 

delicious meal and gathering. 

Identify: This is a question or interrogative sentence. 

SWAG: The abstract noun ‘occasion’ was chosen by the playwright as it powerfully enforces the idea of an event to celebrate and 

remember to the audience. 

 

Level 4 to 5: 

 ALL: Find quotes from pages one to six of the play that shows that there is possible tension between the characters. 

CHALLENGE: Explain how each quote shows tension. This shows possible tension between (character’s name) and (character’s 

name) because…. 

Identify the sentence type/device in each chosen quote. The sentence type/device is…  

EXPERT: Identify a powerful word in each quotation, name the word class and explain the effect on the reader. The 

noun/adjective/verb/pronoun…, etc., was chosen by the playwright as it powerfully enforces the idea of ….to the audience. 

 

Model: 

Point- Priestley uses language to present possible tension between Arthur and Sybil with:  

Quote: ‘Mrs Birling: (reproachfully) Arthur, you're not supposed to say such things- ‘ 

Explain and identify together: This imperative sentence containing a stage direction reveals to the audience that Mrs Birling is telling 

her husband off in front of others, intimating that she may feel that he is embarrassing. 

SWAG: The adverb used in the stage direction ‘reproachfully’ may have been selected by the playwright as it powerfully  enforces the 

idea of accusation and judgement from Mrs Birling, which builds upon the idea of he has established in the first stage directions of 

her as a ‘cold’ woman.  

Level 6 +: 

                   ALL: Find out/remind yourself what dramatic irony is. Find quotes from pages one to six of the play that show Priestley’s use of       

dramatic irony. 

                   CHALLENGE: Explain how each quote uses dramatic irony. This uses dramatic irony to show…. 

Identify the sentence type/device in each chosen quote. The sentence type/device is…  

EXPERT: Identify a powerful word in each quotation, name the word class and explain the effect on the reader. The 

noun/adjective/verb/pronoun, etc., was chosen by the playwright as it powerfully enforces the idea of ….to the audience. 

 

Model: 

Point- Priestley uses dramatic irony with:  

Quote: ‘Don't worry.’ 

Explain and identify together: This imperative sentence uses dramatic irony in that Birling is dismissing the idea of future strikes 

causing chaos to the nation in 1912; Priestley is using dramatic irony to show that Mr Birling’s judgements cannot be trusted as the 

audience of 1945 and beyond know that there were many more nationally debilitating strikes after this. 

SWAG: The contraction of the command  ‘Don't’ may have been selected by the playwright as it powerfully  enforces the idea of 

bossiness and control from Mr Birling, which builds upon the idea of he has established in the first stage directions of him as a ‘ 

portentous’  man, that is- someone who is pompous and arrogant; in this case, with no reason to be.  

 

 

 

 

ALL: Begin to revise ‘A Christmas Carol’ and ‘Romeo and Juliet’ using the plethora of 

online resources available! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yuHvGPpq8TM
https://www.brookfield.hants.sch.uk/subpage-content/content-pdfs/exams11/English/Modern%20Text/An%20Inspector%20Calls_text.pdf
https://www.brookfield.hants.sch.uk/subpage-content/content-pdfs/exams11/English/Modern%20Text/An%20Inspector%20Calls_text.pdf

