
Year 9 – Week Six– ‘An Inspector Calls’ by J. B. Priestley 

Answer the all following questions and complete all of the following activities. You will need to look up 

and research some of them. 

 

1. What is a play? 

2. What are stage directions? 

3. What is setting? 

4. What are characters? 

 

Read the very first part of the play (detailed stage directions) below then complete all questions and 

activities that follow. You will need to look up and research some of them. 

 

‘An Inspector Calls’, stage directions. Focus on setting. 

All 3 acts which are continuous, take place in the dining room of the Birling's house in Brumley, an 

industrial city in the north Midlands. It is an evening in spring, 1912. The dining room is of a fairly 

large suburban house, belonging to a prosperous manufacturer. It has good, solid furniture of the 

period.  

 The lighting should be pink and intimate until the INSPECTOR arrives and then it should be brighter 

and harder. 

At rise of curtain, the four Birling's and Gerald are seated at the table, with Arthur Birling at one 

end, his wife at the other, Eric downstage and Sheila and Gerald seated upstage. 

EDNA, the parlour maid, is just clearing the table, which has no cloth, of the dessert plates and 

champagne glasses, etc, and then replacing them with decanter of port, cigar box and cigarettes. Port 

glasses are already on the table. All five are in evening dress of the period, the men in tails and white 

ties, not dinner-jackets. 

 

5. When and where is the play set? 

6. What do the adjectives ‘suburban’ and ‘prosperous’ tell us about the Birling family? 

7. What do you think the playwright wanted to suggest by the change in lighting? 

8. What can you infer from the last two paragraphs of stage directions? 

 

‘An Inspector Calls’, stage directions continued. Focus on characters. 

Arthur Birling is a heavy-looking, rather portentous man in this middle fifties with fairly easy 

manners but rather provincial in this speech. His wife is about fifty, a rather cold woman and her 

husband's social superior. Sheila is a pretty girl in her early twenties, very pleased with life and 

rather excited. Gerald Croft is an attractive chap about thirty, rather too manly to be a dandy but 

very much the well-bred young man-about-town. Eric is in his early twenties, not quite at ease, half 

shy, half assertive. At the moment they have all had a good dinner, are celebrating a special occasion, 

and are pleased with themselves. 

 

9.  Look up ‘portentous’ and ‘provincial’. What does each adjective tell you about Arthur Birling? 

10. What could it mean that his wife is described as his ‘social superior’? 

11.  Why could Sheila be ‘pleased with life’? 

12. What was a ‘dandy’? Gerald is described ‘well- bred’: what does this tell us about him? 

13. What can we infer about Eric’s presentation as ‘half- shy, half assertive’? 

 

14. EXTENSION TASK: Draw, or make models of, the Birling family and their dining room. 

 


