
Year 9 – Week Five – ‘An Inspector Calls’ by J. B. Priestley 

 

An Inspector Calls is a play written by English dramatist J. B. Priestley, first performed in the 

Soviet Union in 1945, and first performed in English at the Old Vic the following year. It is one of 

Priestley's best-known works for the stage and is considered to be one of the classics of mid-20th-

century English theatre. 

 

Context 

This means the time period, circumstances, events or environment in which the text is set 

and/or written. 

 

Watch and listen to the videos below. Then answer the questions below each link. You will need 

to undertake extra research in order to complete the CHALLENGE and EXPERT questions: 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zk7b4wx 

 

1. What are the two key dates for this play? 

2. What did Priestley want life to be like for ordinary people after World War Two? 

3. CHALLENGE: Find out what ‘class’ means. Write down the definition. Use this word in a 

sentence. 

4. EXPERT: Find out what ‘socialism’ means. Write down the definition. Use this word in a 

sentence. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z82g9j6 

 

5. Why did Priestley choose to set this play in 1912? 

6. CHALLENGE: Find out when the ‘Edwardian’ period in Britain was: what date did it begin 

and when did it end? 

7. What important historical event happened on the night that Priestley sets the play? 

8. At the time the play was set, how many people in the UK worked for less than 25 shillings 

(£1.25) per week? 

9. How many miners went on strike for better pay in 1912? 

 

10. EXPERT: Project work. Investigate what was life was like for the Edwardian working 

class/poor. You could research and present your findings upon the following areas: housing, 

food, work, education, clothing, etc. You could make models or dioramas; whatever you wish! 

Below is a link about poor Edwardians in London to start off your research: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=95ofFmQvC_E 

 

11. SUPER EXPERT: Project work. Investigate what was life was like for the Edwardian middle 

classes/rich. You could research and present your findings upon the following areas: 

housing, food, work, education, clothing, etc. You could make models or dioramas; whatever 

you wish! Below is a link about wealthy Edwardians to start off your research: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p_99Em8Y7f0 
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