
Year 8 – Week Seven – Dulce et Decorum Est…, Wilfred Owen (War Poetry)  

 Follow the link below and watch a video about the context of the poem, Dulce et Decorum Est, 

by Wilfred Owen.  

TO WATCH - https://youtu.be/4w3pFJB9F7M    

 NOW READ THE POEM YOURSELF- https://www.poemhunter.com/poem/dulce-et-decorum-est/ 

NOW WATCH AN ANIMATED INTERPRETATION OF THE POEM- https://youtu.be/SgQhH67oPgY   

Once you have finished listening/watching, answer the following questions. Remember to look up 

any words you don’t understand!  

REFLECTIONS: 

1. Summarise the ‘story’ in the poem. HINT: You could use the animation to help you with this. 

2. Would you describe this poem as realistic or idealistic? Explain.  

3. What do you think is the most memorable image in the poem? Use a quotation to support your 

point and explain why you think it is memorable. 

4. What does the Latin line in the poem mean? CHALLENGE: Why do you think Owen chose to 

include this? How does it link to his message about war?   

ANALYSIS: 

From the first 4 lines of the poem, 

ALL: pick out the verbs used in these lines. Write down what impressions they give of the 

soldiers. 

CHALLENGE: identify a simile used. What impression does it give of the soldiers? 

Expert: How does the writer describe the soldiers? (PEE) 

  The writer uses a simile/verbs to describe the soldiers as ... 

From the next 4 lines of the poem, 

ALL: pick out the verbs used in these lines. Write down what impressions they give of the 

soldiers. 

CHALLENGE: identify a metaphor used. What impression does it give of the soldiers? 

Expert: How does the writer describe the soldiers? (PEE) 

  The writer uses a metaphor/verbs to describe the soldiers as ... 

Super challenge (Earn mega home-working points!): 

Repeat the process above for the last three stanzas (verses) of the poem. What do the verbs or 

adjectives suggest? What are the effects of other language devices? 

 
Creative Writing Task:  

Search for an image of war and write a description of a soldier’s experiences based on the 

image (imagine you are a soldier in the picture you have found.) 

Try to write three paragraphs. In each paragraph try to include the following: 

• A different focus in each paragraph (Look at different things in your picture that you 

could focus on.) 

• Ambitious words. Here are some examples: Atrocity, Brutal, Obscene, Casualties, 

Bombarded, Fumbling, Ammunition, Civilian, Corpse, Shrapnel, Haunted, Exhausted, 

Patriotic, Artillery, Platoon, Disorientated, Vulnerable, Surrender, Dynamite, Wreckage   

Check your spellings! 

• Some of the five senses (see, hear, taste, touch, smell) Don’t forget emotion, too! 

• A variety of punctuation (- ; : , . ! ?) Try to use at least 1 you wouldn’t usually use.  
Bitesize can help: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zr6bxyc/articles/z6w6cqt   
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