
Year 8 – Week Six – The Manhunt, Simon Armitage (War Poetry)  

 Follow the link below and watch a video about the context of the poem, The Manhunt 

by Simon Armitage.  

TO WATCH - https://youtu.be/eGX4vwXvek4   

 NOW READ THE POEM YOURSELF- https://poetryconnections.wordpress.com/the-manhunt-by-simon-

armitage/ 

NOW LISTEN TO SIMON ARMITAGE TALKING ABOUT HIS POEM- https://youtu.be/TtDiOsQsnRw  

Once you have finished listening, answer the following questions:  

1. Research- What is Post Traumatic Stress Disorder? What are common effects of 

the condition, especially for soldiers returning from war? 

2. What had happened to Eddie, the soldier who the poem is based on?  

3. Whose perspective is the poem spoken from? 

4. Why do you think the poem is called Manhunt? (What do you think Laura, Eddie’s 

wife was trying to achieve in the poem?)   

5. There are a lot of metaphors in the poem. Can you find some?  

CHALLENGE: Can you explain why Armitage has used some of the metaphors he 

has chosen. For example, you could comment on why he compares Eddie’s lung to 

parachute silk or his ribcage to the rungs of a ladder.  

6. How many words can you find and list that are associated with things being broken 

and destroyed? What tone (mood) does this create?  

7. Can you explain in your own words what you think it must be like for the family of 

people who are traumatised by conflict? 

8. What do you think the poet’s message was about the effects of war?  

CHALLENGE: Write two PEE paragraphs explaining how the poem presents the 

devastating effects of war.   

EXPERT: Can you also name a device, include single word analysis and comment on 

the poet’s intention in your paragraphs?  

Independent Thinking Task: 

Take a look at the war poetry collection on Poemhunter 

https://www.poemhunter.com/poems/war/  and find a poem you particularly like. Explain 

why you think it is effective. You could talk about, 

• The meaning of the poem 

• The message behind the poem 

• Imagery in the poem and how it is effective (language devices) 

• The structure of the poem, in particular rhyme and rhythm you think is effective 

 Have a look at BBC bitesize to give you some ideas, and have a go at the quiz: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zmbj382/articles/zmpxbdm  

CHALLENGE: Can you use any of the terminology presented on bitesize to describe rhythm 

in your chosen poem?   
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