
Year 8 – Week Ten – A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Shakespeare (Play) 

The Mechanicals- A Play Within a Play 

So far, we have seen the dramatic scene where Hermia is being forced to marry a man her father 

chooses- or be put to death! We have considered her intense emotions. Then, we have considered 

the deep jealousy felt by Helena because the man she loves does not love her back.  

Immediately after this in the play, we are introduced to some new characters. ‘The mechanicals’ are 

ordinary working men from Athens who are getting ready to put on a special play for the wedding of 

Theseus and Hippolyta (the Duke and his fiancé.) They have gone into the forest to rehearse.  

Task 1. Look at the individual names of the men that make up The Mechanicals: 

Quince Snug Bottom Flute Snout Starveling 
Choose one character and draw what you think they look like, then surround your drawing with information 

about what you think their personality might be like and what they might do in the play- all based on their 

name!   CHALLENGE: how do you think Shakespeare wanted the audience to feel about these characters, 

just by choosing these names for them?  

Task 2. Watch the following clip (from 11 minutes until 15.40) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0P-

bJjrVOtI Compared to the characters we have seen so far, do you think they are more or less 

serious/funny? Explain your answer. CHALLENGE: Why do you think Shakespeare chose to introduce these 

characters to the audience at this point in the play? How do they make you feel? Why does the play need 

this? 

Task 3. The Mechanicals are discussing who will play which part in their play, to be performed at the 

Duke’s wedding. Answer the questions, in full, for each of the Mechanicals’ quotes: 

Quote Question 
BOTTOM 

“That will ask some tears in the true performing of it: if I do 

it, let the audience look to their eyes; I will move storms, I 

will condole in some measure.” 

How good does Bottom think he is 

acting? How do you know? CHALLENGE: 

can you identify any language devices 

that get this across?  

SNUG 

“Have you the lion's part written? pray you, if it be, give it 

me, for I am slow of study.” 

Why is Snug nervous about playing the 

role of the lion? 

CHALLENGE: why might this seem funny 

to an audience?  

QUINCE 

“You can play no part but Pyramus; for Pyramus is a sweet-

faced man; a proper man, as one shall see in a summer's day; 

a most lovely gentleman-like man: therefore you must needs 

play Pyramus.” 

How does Quince deal with Bottom? 

(How does he convince him to play the 

part?) CHALLENGE: how would you 

describe the character of Bottom, 

considering how other characters react 

to him?  

FLUTE 

 “Nay, faith, let me not play a woman; I have a beard coming.” 

Why does Flute not want to play a 

female role? CHALLENGE: how could 

you perform this line to make it seem 

funny? 

The play rehearsals continue to go from crazy to crazier; one character ends up playing the moon 

and another ends up playing a wall!  We are not sure how you play a moon or a wall. Could you take 

some pictures/videos of yourself being a wall or a moon and send it to us? Thanks.  

Task 4. https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare-learning-zone/a-midsummer-nights-dream/language/the-

mechanicals-rehearse Follow this link to the RSC website and complete the activities to explore how the 

mechanicals’ play might be acted. Write up some ideas for the ‘imagine’ section. 
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