
English - Year 7 – Week 9   

We are starting our new topic- A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Before we begin to look at the play, it’s 

important that you have an understanding of Shakespeare and the Elizabethan era.  

All: Research Shakespeare and write down the 10 most interesting facts that you find out about him 

and his life/work. I don’t mind how you present this information; it could be on flashcards or as a 

poster or even a mind-map. Here are a few areas you’re going to want to focus on: 

• His early life 

• His career 

• What is he famous for? 

• Can you name a few examples of his work? 

https://whatthafact.com/interesting-facts-about-william-shakespeare/  

https://www.history.com/news/10-things-you-didnt-know-about-william-shakespeare  

https://www.natgeokids.com/nz/discover/history/general-history/shakespeare-facts/  

Challenge: The next thing to research is the Elizabethan era. When Shakespeare was writing his plays 

and poetry society was very different to today. I want you to research what life was like for people 

living in the Elizabethan era, here are a few areas for you to focus your research on: 

• Were woman and men equal? Did they have the same respect/rights? 

• What was the role of the woman? What was her ‘job’? What was she expected to 

do/behave like? 

• What was the social hierarchy of the time? (Google the definition of social hierarchy first if 

you are unsure what that term means) 

• What was a trip to the Theatre like during this era? In particular, what was an experience at 

Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre like? Would it have been the same experience as today? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3JR_Ek7rE-A  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fu8iBLlkkcA  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z_cTCdkCAcc  

https://www.shakespeare.org.uk/education/teaching-resources/fun-facts-about-shakespeares-

theatre/  

Expert: Based on the research you have produced, I would like you to write a diary entry for 

someone in the Elizabethan era who has just watch one of Shakespeare’s plays at The Globe 

Theatre. You can either write from the viewpoint of: 

• A working-class woman (a poor woman) 

• A working-class man (a poor man) 

• An upper-class woman (a rich woman) 

• An upper-class man (a rich man) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/how-do-I-write-a-successful-diary/z4h9y9q  
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