
English - Year 7 – Week 8  

All: Find a copy of the poem ‘Blessing’ here: https://genius.com/Imtiaz-dharker-blessing-annotated 

and read the poem. What are your initial feelings about the poem? Write down 5 words which link 

to how you feel.  

1. Answer these 10 questions in full sentences. For example: The language device used in “the skin 

cracks like a pod” is a simile and it highlights the intense heat of India.  

• In stanza 1, what language device is being used? What image(s) are created? 

• In stanza 2, what are you being asked to do (find the imperative verb) and why? 

• What is important about the word ‘echo’? 

• Is the ‘god’ being kind? Why or why not? 

• What has happened at the beginning of stanza 3? Why is it a fortune? 

• What is the ‘silver’ a metaphor for? Why is this word used? 

• What is the effect of the lack of punctuation in the poem? 

• What does the word ‘frantic’ tell us about the people? 

• What seems to be happening in the final stanza? Is it a negative or positive image?  

• What does ‘small bones’ emphasise about the children? Challenge – how might it link back 

to the first line?  

 

2. Summarise what is happening in the poem and what Dharker’s message could be for the reader. 

What does she want them to think or feel about the characters in the poem? Remember, it is 

based on the Dharavi slums so what could be her intention for writing this poem?  

 

3. Highlight or write down what you think are the 4 most effective quotations for answering the 

following question: How does the poet use language to present the idea of poverty? 

 

4. Create a quote explosion for each of your selected pieces of evidence. You can find a good 

example of how to explode a quotation here: 

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/765189792917237586/ 

 

5. Select one of your 4 quote explosions (perhaps the quotation that your found easiest to analyse 

because you find it the most effective) and write out your analysis into a PEE paragraph. If you 

are struggling, remember the PEE structure: you’ll need a point first, then evidence and then 

your analysis. If you have identified the device being used, can you introduce your quotation 

with the device? For example: Dharker uses a simile: ‘the skin cracks like a pod’ to suggest…  

 

6. Email your paragraph to your teacher as this is a good indication of your understanding of poetry 

analysis and how to structure an analytical paragraph.   

 

Challenge: Can you write at least two sentences of explanation in your PEE paragraph? 

Expert: Can you extend even further by analysing the most powerful word in your quotation? For 

example: The verb ‘cracks’ is powerful because… 
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