
English - Year 7 – Week 7  

All - At this unsettling time, I’m sure you have had a sudden realisation about the true blessings you have in your life.  

1. Create two mind-maps: 

• cast your mind back to before the Coronavirus lockdown and write down all the things you would have 

considered a ‘blessing’ to you then  

• now that you’re unable to do the things you used to consider ‘normal’, write down the things you would 

now consider a ‘blessing’ in your life.  

• Do you notice any similarities or differences? Why do you think this could be?  

The poem we are looking at next is based on the people living in the Dharavi slums.  

 

2. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PBMDGcYWPvU  watch the short clip about the slums and answer the 

following questions: 

• If 55% of Mumbai’s population lives on 6% of the land, what does this suggest about the quality of their life? 

You could consider their housing, their job opportunities, their health etc.  

• If only 24% of the 1.2 million people living there have access to safe drinking water, what effect will this have 

on their lives?  

• Toxicity is 3 times the safety limit, how could this affect their health?  

• The annual turnover in Dharavi is £350 million a year but the average wage per Dharavi person is 80p a day, 

what does this make you think/feel about the lives of these people?  

 

3. Using all your notes, create a third mind-map and fill it with things that a Dharavi slum resident might consider a 

blessing. Is it different or similar to yours? Why?  

 

4. https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00x4mk3 watch this clip of Imtiaz Dharker reciting her poem ‘Blessing’. 

 

• What is the blessing described in this poem? Replay this clip and write down words/phrases that come into 

your mind when Dharker is reading her poem.  

• Use these words/phrases to draw a pictorial representation of the blessing being described.  

• Label your drawing with the words/phrase you initially wrote down to show why you have drawn this image.   

 

5. Look back at your original mind-maps and choose one thing that appears in both and write it at the top of a 

clean piece of paper.  

 

6. Draw a pictorial representation of this blessing on this piece of paper and label it with emotions/words/phrases 

you think of when you are drawing; much like your Dharker drawing you labelled earlier.  

Challenge – Can you create your own poem based on ‘Blessing’? You could include a simile, alliteration, and 

imagery. 

Expert – Can you write a PEE paragraph on your own poem? Use the question: How has the writer (you) used 

language to present the theme of being blessed?  

 

If you feel you would like to share your image with your teacher – and brighten up their isolation – then find their 

email address below and email your picture to them     amy.dalton@wolverley.worcs.sch.uk 

amy.price@wolverley.worcs.sch.uk sophie.sheldon@wolverley.worcs.sch.uk 

sophie.wilson@wolverley.worcs.sch.uk deborah.morris@wolverley.worcs.sch.uk 

sally.hawker@wolverley.worcs.sch.uk  amy.winston@wolverley.worcs.sch.uk   
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