
Look at a copy of the poem Island Man and read it (at least) twice through. What images come into your mind as you’re reading? These can be images 

created from the imagery used by Nichols in the poem or they can be pictures based on your emotions or thoughts when reading, for example you could 

feel sad or isolated so you’d draw a pictorial representation of this. Once you have drawn your pictures, I want you to justify them using quotations from 

the poem: annotate your images with the words/phrases that made you draw them. 

Here is a link to a picture of the poem: 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=7FNnjHpZ&id=C30B5A929CC28A226FA5844D573479717EB5657A&thid=OIP.7FNnjHpZ8V2Od4

F1QNPBJQHaFj&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fimage.slidesharecdn.com%2fislandmanvad-140829081347-phpapp01%2f95%2fisland-man-vad-4-

638.jpg%3fcb%3d1409300059&exph=479&expw=638&q=island+man+grace+nichols+poem&simid=608000440536730762&selectedIndex=4&ajaxhist=0 

and here is a link to the poem being read aloud: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00wzyq0 . 

Now I want you to look at the poem in more detail. Using your knowledge of the poetic devices from last week, read and annotate the poem with any 

interesting and effective devices used by Nichols. Don’t worry if you can’t find one in every line as I only want you to focus on the effective devices; the 

devices that create an image or an emotion or make you feel connected to the poem/poet/character. Once you’ve identified a handful of effective devices, 

annotate why they’re effective and what they reveal/make you feel. (There is a sheet below to guide you through this if you are stuck, print it off and fill it 

in if you wish) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=7&v=82fAR2V3BHI&feature=emb_logo here is the link to the poetic devices clip from last week if you 

need to refresh your memory. 

The next step is to piece all of the analysis you have made together into a PEE paragraph. The question I want you to focus your PEE paragraph on is ‘What 

effect does ‘Island Man’ have on a reader?’ Again, if you are stuck, I have added questions at the bottom for you to think about when crafting your 

paragraph so please do use those to guide you if you are struggling. I also want you to write a second paragraph without using these questions to ensure 

that you have understood how to craft a PEE based on your poem analysis. (There are also sentence starters here for extra support) 

 

Point- Nichols uses language in Island Man to make the reader feel…. 

Evidence- The [insert the device you have identified in your chosen quote] “ [insert your chosen quote] “  

Explanation- suggests to the reader that… 

SWAG- The “ [insert the word you are focusing your single word analysis on] “ implies that… 
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Morning 

and island man wakes up 

to the sound of blue surf 

in his head  

the steady breaking and wombing 

 

wild sea birds 

and fishermen pushing out to sea 

the sun surfacing defiantly 

from the east 

of his small emerald island 

                               he always comes back   groggily groggily 

 

Comes back to sands 

of a grey metallic soar 

                                     to surge of wheels 

to dull North Circular roar 

 

muffling muffling 

his crumpled pillow waves 

island man heaves himself 

 

Another London day 

 

The poet is describing two different places in the 

poem. Name them below: 

1. 

2. T
o

 s
ta

rt
…

 What do you think are the main differences between these two places that 

Nichols describes within the poem? 

Nichols writes that the sun is ‘surfacing defiantly’. 

How does this adverb reflect the lifestyle in the 

Caribbean do you think? 

The poet describes the man’s home as ‘his small 

emerald island’. What is an emerald? 

 

What does this suggest about the colour of the sea 

and the appearance of the island? 

 

 

Emeralds are a precious jewel so what does this 

reveal to a reader about the way the man views his 

island? 

The poet uses a strange verb to describe the sea’s movement; ‘wombing’. What is a womb? What develops in the womb? 

 

If the man thinks of the sea as a womb, what is he saying about the nature of it? What does the sea do for him/ how does it make him feel? 

 

The poet writes that the island man ‘heaves’ 

himself up in the mornings now. What does 

that verb suggest to a reader about how he 

feels when he gets up? 

 

 

The ‘North Circular’ is a 25 mile road in North 

London which gets very busy.  

Which poetic technique has the poet used to 

describe the sound of it? 

 

 

What does the use of this technique reveal 

about what the island man thinks of the 

road? 

 

What words do you 

associate with the colour 

grey? (Is it a positive 

colour?) 



What effect does ‘Island Man’ have on a reader? 

All: 

‘Island Man’ is a poem that presents images of two different places; the Caribbean and London. 

When the poet writes that the sun is ‘surfacing defiantly’, the language reflects the lifestyle of the Caribbean as the adverb ‘defiantly’ 

suggests______________________________________________________________________________________________________ this 

shows a reader that the island man would rather be in the Caribbean because__________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

Challenge: 

When the poet describes the island as ‘emerald’ it is an effective image as the reader can understand that the island is_____________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

Expert: 

Choose a piece of imagery that is used to describe London and explain why it is effective for a reader:___________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

 STAR CHALLENGE QUESTION: Why is the dual imagery so effective now we know what the poem is about?_____________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 


