
Year 10 Literature – Week 8 – Unseen Poetry 

‘A London Thoroughfare. 2am’ by Amy Lowell  

Find a copy of the poem here: https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/53770/a-london-thoroughfare-2-am 

1. Where do you think the writer comes from? What are her feelings about the city? Do you think they would be 

the same at 2 o’clock in the afternoon? Write a short paragraph to sum up the mood of the poem.  Condense the 

paragraph to a sentence then finally a single word. 

2. Light plays an important part in the poem. Jot down all the references to light, dark and the moon. 

3. Look at the first line of each stanza. How do these show the focus of attention in the poem gradually changing? 

4. Imagery: The two thematic images in the poem are ‘river’ and ‘moon’. How does the poet describe the river and 

the moon, and what differences are there in the way they are described?  

5. Shape: Is there anything interesting about the shape of the poem you could comment on? How does the 

punctuation affect the way the poem is read?  

6. The ending: What is the effect of the last two lines? 

 

7. EXAM STYLE QUESTION: In ‘A London Thoroughfare. 2 am, how does the poet present the speaker’s reaction to 

being in London?  [24 MARKS] 

 

‘Frost Fair’ by Rowyda Amins 

Find a copy of the poem here: https://peonymoon.wordpress.com/tag/rowyda-amins-frost-fair/ 

1. What’s going on?  What are your first impressions of the scene described?  Remember that poems, like stories 

can include every kind of imagined experience from fantasy to science fiction. 

2. Which one word would you use to describe the poem’s mood – joyful, wistful, whimsical, strange, celebratory, or 

something else?  Why?  

3. If the poem were to be divided into three stanzas, where would you make the divisions? Draw arrows where you 

would make the divisions. Next to them write a brief explanation of why you’ve made the division there.  

4. Imagery. Select two examples where the poet has used figurative language and explain why it is effective – or 

not 

5. Sound.  One vowel sound is more prevalent than others, especially in the first half of the poem. What effect 

does this have on your reading, if any? 

6. The ending.  What do you make of the ending? Does it affect how you understand the rest of the poem? 

 

7. EXAM STYLE QUESTION: In both ‘A London Thoroughfare. 2 am’ and ‘Frost Fair’ the speakers describe feelings 

about being in a city. What are the similarities and/or differences between the ways the poets present those 

feelings? [8 marks]    

 

SPOKEN LANGUAGE EXAM PREPARATION: 

You should start preparing for your Spoken Language exam now. This must be based on one of the Literature texts 

you have studied. Please check your email for the Spoken Language Booklet which will support your preparation; 

if you are unsure of anything, please email your English teacher(s).  
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