
Year 10 Literature – Week 7 – Unseen Poetry 

‘Finding the Keys’ by Robin Robertson  

Find a copy of the poem here: http://gambit-gameit.blogspot.com/2013/11/finding-keys-by-robin-robertson.html 

1. What is the first thing you notice about the poem? Read the poem again, if possible aloud. In an exam you won’t 

be able to do this so practise hearing it ‘in your head’, saying the words to yourself very carefully. Ignore the 

title. What title would you give the poem?  Why? 

2. Each section of the poem contains a series of brief descriptions, like snapshots. They comprise both sights and 

sounds. In each section, which of these conjures up the season best? The poem is clearly in two halves and the 

second half mirrors the first half in a number of ways.  Pick out the similarities and differences between the two 

halves. 

3. The writer has neatly divided the poem into four parts, representing the four seasons. In pairs, draw or find four 

images that represent the different seasons. Now allocate the four sections of the poem to the correct season. 

What ways are the four parts linked? (Look for things which are mentioned in one part and referred to again 

later.) 

4. Imagery: You have seen that the writer uses unusual phrases and there are other interesting images in the 

poem: ‘keyholes’, ‘hinges’ and so on.  Select two or three examples and comment on how effective they are.  

5. Sound: What effect do the sounds of the words in the poem have?   Where do you notice this most?  

6. Think about the way the poem is punctuated. What effect does this have? 

 

7. EXAM STYLE QUESTION: In ‘Finding the Keys’, how does the poet present the speaker’s feelings about nature?  

[24 MARKS] 

 

‘October’ by Robert Frost  

Find a copy of the poem here: https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/53084/october-56d23212a5b72 

1. Read the poem through and then read it again, pausing for a few seconds at each full stop. At each pause, think 

of a word that describes the mood of the sentence you’ve just read. When you’ve read the poem, choose three 

words that sum up the overall mood. 

2. There is a hint or echo of a hymn or prayer in the poem, especially in the first half.  Which words convey that 

impression? What is the focus of Frost’s plea to October? 

3. The poem has a very definite beginning, middle and end. Summarise what each section is about and consider 

why Frost did this.  

4. How would you describe the rhyme and rhythm of the poem? How far does the rhyme and rhythm reflect the 

mood of the poem? 

5. What is the effect of the interruption of ‘Slow, slow!’? Which vowel sounds tend to dominate the poem?  What 

effect does that have? 

6. What is your reaction to the poem? Does it reflect your thoughts about autumn or does it seem to describe 

somewhere that is very different from your experiences? 

 

7. EXAM STYLE QUESTION: In both ‘Finding the Keys’ and ‘October’ the speakers describe feelings about nature and 

the passing of time. What are the similarities and/or differences between the ways the poets present those 

feelings? [8 marks]    

 

SPOKEN LANGUAGE EXAM PREPARATION: 

You should start preparing for your Spoken Language exam now. This must be based on one of the Literature texts 

you have studied. Please check your email for the Spoken Language Booklet which will support your preparation; 

if you are unsure of anything, please email your English teacher(s).  
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