
Year 10 Literature – Week 6 – Unseen Poetry 

‘Late Love’ by Jackie Kay  

Find a copy of the poem here: https://www.scottishpoetrylibrary.org.uk/poem/late-love/ 

1. What kind of person does the writer seem to be? (Someone who has never been in love?  Someone once in love 

but no longer?  Someone who finds the idea of ‘being in love’ foolish? Or… ?)  Do you find the portrayal of 

people in love and not in love realistic? How does the fifth line of the poem give us a clue as to what the poem is 

about? 

2. How would you describe the tone of the poem - patronising, realistic, ironic, exaggerated, thoughtful, or 

something else? 

3. The poem is clearly in two halves and the second half mirrors the first half in a number of ways.  Pick out the 

similarities and differences between the two halves. 

4. Rhythm and sound: The poem has no formal pattern of rhythm or rhyme and yet there is a sense of an 

underlying pattern.  How regular are the lines and the stanzas (count the stressed syllables)?  Can you detect 

rhymes or near rhymes?  

5. Change of tone: There is a clear change of direction between the second and third stanzas but there is also a 

change of tone between the third and fourth stanza. How is the fourth stanza different from the others? 

6. The ending: What do you make of the ending? 

 

7. EXAM STYLE QUESTION: In ‘Late Love’, how does the poet present the speaker’s feelings about people who are in 

love?  [24 MARKS] 

 

‘Love and Friendship’ by Emily Brontë  

Find a copy of the poem here: https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/50537/love-and-friendship 

1. Read the poem through twice then look again at the first two lines. What associations are conjured up by a wild 

rose and by holly?  Jot down your thoughts and then compare them with those of a partner. How would you 

describe the tone of the poem (resigned, philosophical, calm, emotional, sad)? 

2. What does the writer tell us about a) the rose b) the holly? Why does she consider the holly to be superior? 

3. The poem is a kind of argument, rather like a lawyer building a logical case. What are the stages in Brontë’s 

argument? Look out for words which organise the argument, such as ‘but’, ‘yet’ and ‘then’. 

4. The poem takes two plants and compares them throughout the poem to two emotions. Find out the term that is 

used to describe a comparison that is carried on throughout a poem (or for a substantial part of a poem).  

5. Another poetic technique is used in the last two lines.  What is it? How is it effective? 

6. What kind of questions does Brontë ask? Why are they effective? 

 

7. EXAM STYLE QUESTION: In both ‘Late Love’ and ‘Love and Friendship’ the speakers describe feelings of being in 

love. What are the similarities and/or differences between the ways the poets present those feelings? [8 marks]    

 

 

SPOKEN LANGUAGE EXAM PREPARATION: 

You should start preparing for your Spoken Language exam now. This must be based on one of the Literature texts 

you have studied. Please check your email for the Spoken Language Booklet which will support your preparation; 

if you are unsure of anything, please email your English teacher(s).  
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