
Year 10 Literature – Week 5 – Unseen Poetry 

‘At the Draper’s’ by Thomas Hardy  

Find a copy of the poem here: https://www.poetrynook.com/poem/drapers 

1. Read the poem through. Pause. Read it again.  The words are spoken by a husband to his wife but it is not a 

usual love poem. Write it out as if it were prose (written or spoken language in its ordinary form). It could start: 

“I stood at the back of the shop, my dear, but you did not perceive me. Well, when they deliver what you were 

shown I shall know nothing of it, believe me!” And he coughed and coughed as she paled and said, “O, I didn’t 

see you come in there—Why couldn’t you speak?” ‘Well, …  

2. How does the fifth line of the poem give us a clue as to what the poem is about? 

3. What is the husband’s tone of voice (self-pitying, mournful, sarcastic, tender, reassuring)? Explain your choice 

4. Imagery: does the poem make use of figurative language (e.g. simile or metaphor)? If yes, describe where and 

with what effect. If no, why do you think this is so? 

5. Sound: The poem is meant to be read as a piece of dialogue. How close do you think it is to actual speech, 

bearing in mind it was written roughly one hundred years ago? 

6. Rhyme and rhythm: The poem has a very definite pattern both in rhythm and rhyme. Some of the rhymes are 

unusual. Do the rhymes add to the effect of the poem or do they distract from it? Explain your thinking. 

 

7. EXAM STYLE QUESTION: In ‘At the Draper’s’, how does the poet present the speaker’s feelings about his wife? 
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‘Remember by Christina Rossetti  

Find a copy of the poem here: https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/45000/remember-56d224509b7ae 

1. Read the poem through. Pause. Read it again. Sum up what you think the poem is about. 

2. How would you describe the tone of the poem (resigned, philosophical, calm, emotional, sad)? 

3. The poem is written in a particular form, which you should recognise. If you do not, check with a partner and/or 

your teacher. In this form, there is often a change at about the ninth line so that the final lines offer a slight 

contrast to the first eight.  What kind of change do you notice here? 

4. Imagery: What do you think is the effect of ‘silent land’ and ‘darkness and corruption’? Overall, what would you 

say about Rossetti’s use of imagery? 

5. Sound: Is there a particular vowel sound that is more common than others?  What, if any, would be the effect of 

this repetition? 

6. Rhyme and rhythm: There is a very clear rhyme pattern and a rhythm to the poem. Do they, in your opinion, 

help or hinder an appreciation of the poem’s message? Why? 

 

7. EXAM STYLE QUESTION: In both ‘At the Draper’s’ and ‘Remember’ the speakers describe how people deal with 

the prospect of death. What are the similarities and/or differences between the ways the poets present those 

feelings? [8 marks]    

 

 

SPOKEN LANGUAGE EXAM PREPARATION: 

You should start preparing for your Spoken Language exam now. This must be based on one of the Literature texts 

you have studied. Please check your email for the Spoken Language Booklet which will support your preparation; 

if you are unsure of anything, please email your English teacher(s).  
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