
Year 7 – Week One - Short Stories 

 

Follow the link below and read/listen to the reading of Roald Dahl’s ‘Lamb to the Slaughter’. 

TO READ - https://lewebpedagogique.com/anglais/wp-content/blogs.dir/16/files/lamb-to-the-slaughter.pdf  

TO LISTEN - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=drIPMTcR0G8 

 

Once you have finished reading the text, answer the following questions: 

Look at lines 1-61.  

1. How would you describe the woman so far?  

2. In general, how does the woman feel about her husband? 

3. How does Mary Maloney treat her husband?  

4. How is he treating her? Why do you think he may be acting this way? 

Look at lines 62-83. 

5. What do you think he told her? Why?  

6. Why is it “kind of a bad time to be telling” her this news?  

7. How do you think she will react? Why? 

Look at lines 84-117. 

8. What is Mary Maloney going to do now?  

9. Why is her pregnancy important in this part of the story? 

Look at lines 118-206. 

10. What do you think about Mrs. Maloney’s behaviour at the grocer’s? Is it realistic?  

11. Do you think she is acting, or is she in shock? Why? 

12. What are the detectives talking about?  

13. Do you think they suspect Mrs. Maloney at all? Explain. 

Look at lines 207-248. 

14. How is the police investigation going?  

15. What do you think will happen next? 

Read to the end of the text. 

16. What does Mary Maloney’s giggle mean?  

17. What is ironic about this ending? 

 

Create a PEEL (Point, Evidence, Explain, Language (SWAG)) paragraph answering the following question: 

How does the writer use language to convey Mary’s sense of shock? 

CHALLENGE: Can you include reader response into your answer? How would this make a reader feel? 

Write your answers on a Word Document or paper. 

 

Complete the following revision and skills tests from BBC Bitesize: 

 

Writing to Analyse  https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z9ktpv4/revision/1 

Creative and Narrative Writing https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwjsyrd/revision/1 

Spelling focus: Plural Nouns https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zbmv2sg/articles/zfqh92p 

Read for at least 30 minutes every day and record this in your Reading Log or your home learning 

exercise book. If you don’t have a book to read, follow this link for access to 3000 e-books: 

https://worldbook.kitaboo.com/reader/worldbook/index.html?usertoken=Mjk5MzQ6MTpJUjAxNjoyOmNsaWVud

DE2OTc6MTY5NzoyMjE2Mjg4OjE6MTU4NDM4MDExMzA2Mjp1cw==  
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